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PON Oller The Committee on Finance, to which was referred a resolu- 
tion of the 30th December, 1829, directing the Committee 
to inquire into the expediency of establishing an uniform 

r 4° ’ ° } rT: ‘ ‘ 
National Currency for the United States, and to report 


ne effert 


’ ~~ 
Ss repea! 


re near) thereon to the Senate, report— 

bliged i That nothing short of the imperative order of the Sen- 
Ne Cottey ate could induce the Committee to enter on a subject so 
ni0N have surrounded with difficulty. They undertake it with diffi- 
BCOSC sat. dence and a distrust of their capacity to elucidate a subject 
| been % that has engaged many nations, and the pens of the ablest 
Englan writers, without, as yet, coming to any definite conclusion. 
Cturers a It still remains to be determined, what is the soundest 
BTESS, and nd most uniform curreney! One nation assumes one sys- 
vn out GM tem, another a different plan. In one nation a plan is de- 


¥ One em. 


vised, and succeeds for a time by prudent and restrictive 
Npcarpen- 


emissions. Elated with success, larger and more extensive 



































st-makers emissions are risqued; a rapid nominal rise of all property 
Gray wl takes place; the people are not aware that such nominal 
in ConseH rise is the effect of depreciation; the bubble bursts, and 
AS 10 sen ruin to the unsuspecting is the consequence. All history 
with sails shows such a result in several nations, and particularly in 
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thatof the United States. The Committee, engaged on a 
variety of subjects, cannot devote so much time on the Re- 
solution as the mover must believe would be necessary to 
develope fully the question before them, to wit: A sound 
and uniform National Currency. Presuming, from the tenor 
of the resolution, that the uniform National Currency pro- 
posed, must be prepared by the National Governmeat, cir- 
culated under its authority, and maintained by its credit, 
the Committee have complied with the instruction of the 
Senate, by endeavoring to devise some plan, through which 
the agency of the Government, in such a measure, could be 
safe or useful; but, after giving to it all the consideration 
they could bestow, their reflections have resulted in a be- 
ef that any such measure must resolve itself, at last, into 
tmere system of paper money, isfued by the Government. 
The resort to the issue of a paper money has been often the 


we offer desperate expedient of the wants of a nation. It has then 
eman WHE found its justification only in the necessity which created it: 
Our objec vet such are its inevitable evils, that every prudent govern- 
ters of (OH nent has, the moment its pressing exigencies permitted, 
oa yin returned to the only safe basis of a circulating medium, the 
Mr. Clay 


precious metals, and the private credits attached to the use 
yrepared | of them. 
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Such were the expedients of the Government of 
the United States during its two wars; such its immediate 
adandonment of them at the return of peace. But, in the 
present condition of the Treasury of the United States, 
with a revenue far beyond its wants, with a debt almost 
nominal, and hastening to its entire extinguishment, such a 
measure is not needed by the interests of the Government, 
tor is there the slightest indication of its being demanded 
oy the wants of the country. Of such an issue of paper 
money, the Executive at Washington would be the natural 
lountain. ‘The agents of the Executive, the natural chan- 
tels. The individuals, corporations, and states, who bor- 
rowed it, must become debtors to the Govennment; and the 
inevitable consequence would be, the creation of a moneyed 
engine of direct dependence on the officers of Government, 
it Variance with the whole scheme of our institutions. The 
limit to which this currency should be issued, the persons 
‘o whom it would be lent, the securities taken for its repay- 
ment, the places where it should be redeemed, involve 
treat complication and great hazard, regarding it merely in 
‘financial point of view, while, on more enlarged consid- 
‘rations of political expediency, the objections to it are, in 
the opinion of the Committee, insuperable and fatal. 
Believing such a scheme to be impracticable, the Com- 
mittee were consoled with the reflection that it is unneces- 
‘ry, as they are satisfied that the country is in the enjoy- 
ment of an uniform national currency, not only sound and 
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commission. — 

uniform in itself, and perfectly adapted to all the purposes 
1 be published of the Government and the community, but more sound 
ict the year, Mm 1 Uniform than that possessed by any other country.— 
Enquirer, a0 ® importance of this truth will justify the Committee in 
expected 1 HE Siting some detai!s to establish it. 
Were is The currency of the United States, the only legal cur- 
E and Nint! wit is gold and silver. All debts to the Government, 
Vifice. ‘all debts to individuals, being received in that medium, 


‘din no ether. As, however, the amount of coin requl- 


le convenience of the community, the public revenue ts 
collected in gold and silver, the notes of the Bank of the U. 
States, and the notes of such solvent State Banks, as the 
Bank of the United States and its branches will receive as 
cash. 

The currency, therefore, of the United States, in its re- 
lation to the Government of the United States, consists of 
gold and silver, and of notes equivalert to gold and silver. 
—And the inquiry which naturally presents itself, is, whe- 
ther this mixed mass of currency is sound and uniform for 
all the practical purposes of the Government, and the trade 
of the Union. That it is so, will appear from the following 
facts: , 

Ist. The Government receives its revenue from 343 
Custom Houses; 42 Land Offices; 
134 Receivers of Internal Revenue; 
Clerks of Courts. 

‘These, with other receiving officers, which need not be 
{epecified, compose an aggregate of more than 9,000 per- 
{sous, dispersed through the whole of the Union, who col- 
lect the public revenue. From these persons, the Govern- 
ment has, for the ten years preceding the Ist of January, 
1830, received $230,068,855 17. This sum has beencol- 
lected in every section of this widely extended country,— 
[t has been disbursed at other points, many thousand miles 
distant from the places where it was coilected; and yet it 
has been so collected and distributed, without the loss, as 
far as the committee can learn, of a single dollar, and with- 
@ut the expense of a single dollar to the Government.--- 
That a currenty by which the Government bas heen thus 
enabled to collect and transfer such an amount of revenue 
to pay its army and navy, and all its expenses, and thie na- 
tional debt, is unsafe and unsound, cannot readily be be- 
lieved ; for thera can be no surer test of its sufficiency, 
than the simple fact that every dollar received in the form 
of a bank note, in the remotest parts of the interior, Is, 
without charge, converted into a silver dollar, at every one 
of the vast number of places where the service of the Gov- 
ernment requires its disbursement. The Secretary of the 
Treasury, in his report of the 6th of December, 1828, de- 
clares that during the four years preceding, the receipts of 
the Government had amounted to more than ninety-seven 
millions of dollars, and that “all payments on account of 
the public debt, whether for interest or principal; all on 
account of pensions; all for the civil list; for the army; 
for the navy ; or for whatever purpose wanted, in any part 
of the Union, have been punctually met.” The same of- 
ficer states, that “it is the preservation of a good currency 
that can alone impart stability to property, and prevent those 
fluctuations in its value, hurtful alike to individuals and to 
national wealth. This advantage, the Bank has secured to 
the community, by confining within prudent limits its issues 
of paper,” &c. &c. 

2d. If this currency is thus sound and uniform for the 
Government, it is not less so to the community. 

The basis of all good currency should be the precious 
metals, gold and silver; and in a mixed currency of paper 
circulating with gold or silver, and convertible into it, the 
great object to be attained is, that the paper should always 
be equal to gold or silver; that is, it should always be ex- 
changeable for gold or silver. Sucha currency is perfect, 
uniting the convenience of a portable material with the 
safety of a metallic medium. Now it cannot be doubted, 
that throughout this whole country, the circulating bank 
notes are equal to specie, and convertible into specie. 
There may be, and probably are, exceptions; because 
among banks, as among men, there are some who make a 
show of unreal strength. But it is a fact so familiar to the 
experience of every citizen in the community as to be un- 
deniable, that, in all the Atlantic and commercial cities, 
and generally speaking throughout the whole country, the 
notes of State banks are equal to guild orsilver. The com- 
mittee do not mean to say that there may be not too many 
banks, or that insolvencies do not occasionally occur among 
them; but as every bank which desires to maintain its 
character, must be ready to make seitlements with the bank 
of the United States, as the agent of the Government, or 
be immediately discredited, and must therefore keep its 
notes equal to gold or silver, there can be little danger to 
the community, while the issues of the banks are restrain- 
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jto this currency, a general currency more knawn, more 
|trusted, and more valu>ble than the locai currency, whieh 
is employed in the exchanges beiween different -pagtgo! 
the country. These are the notes of the national bapk. 
re receivable for the Government, by the 
9000 receivers, scattered throughout every part of the toun- 
‘try. They are in fact, in the course of business, paid in 
| cold or silver, though they are not legally, or necessarily so 
paid, by the branches of the bank in every section of th: 
‘Union. In all commercial places they are received i ail 
| transactions, without any reduction in vane, and nev@gyuin- 
der any circumstances, does the paper, from the remotes 
| branches, vary beyond a quarter of one percent. in its actua! 
‘exchange for,silver. Here, then, is a currency as safe az 
silver; more convenient and more valueble thar silver, 
/which, through the whole Wesf#*n and Southern, and inte- 
|tior parts of the Union,is eag@#y sought in exchange fo: 
“silver; which in these sections, #fien bears a premium paid 
in gilver; which is throughout te Union equal to silver in 
| payment to the Government, and payments to individuals 
in business; and which, whenever silver is needed in amy 
part of the country, will command it, without the charge 
of the slightest fraction of a per centage. By means of this 
currency, funds are transmitted at an expense less than in 
any other country. In no oth@¢ country can a merchant! 
do what every citizenof the United States can do—depos- 
it, for instance, his silver at St. Leuis, or Nashville, or 
New Orleans, and receive notes, which he can carry with 
him 1000 or 1500 miles, to tae Atlantic cities, and there 
receive for thenrrrr equivalent “amas ob Stiver, witheut 
any expense whatever; andein ao possible event an expense 
beyond a quarter of ene per cent.” If, however, a citizen 
does not wish to incur the amxiety of carrying these notes 
with him, or to run the hazard of the mail, be may, instead 
of them, receive a draft, payable to himself or his agent 
alone, so as to ensure the receipt of an equal-amount, at an 
expense of not one-half, and oftes not one-fourth of the ac- 
tual cost of carrving the silver. | The owner of funds, for 
instance, at St. Louis, or Nashville, can transfer them to 
Philadelphia for one-half per cent.; from New Orleans, 
venerally, without any charge at all—at most, one-hali 
per cent.; from Mobile, from par to one-half per cent.; from 
Savannah, at one-half per cent.; and from Charleston, a‘ 
from par to one-quarter per cent. 

This seems to present a state of currency approaching 
as near perfection as could be desired: for here is a cur- 
rency issued at twenty-four different parts of the Union, 
obtainable by any citizen who has money orcredit. When 
in his possession, it is equivalent to silver in all his deal- 
ings with all the 9000 agents of the Government, throughout 
the Union. In all his dealings with the interior it is bet- 
ter than silver; in all his dealings with the commercial 
cities, equal to silver; and if, for any purpose, he desires 
the silver with which he bought it, it is at his disposal, al- 
most universally, without any diminution, and never more 
than a diminution of ope-quarier per cent. It is not eas) 
to imagine, it is scarcely necessary to desire, any bette: 
currency than this. 

It is not among its least advantages, that it bears 2 pro- 
per relation to the real busine:s and exchanges of the coun- 
try; being issued only to those whose credit entitles them 
to it, increasing with the wans of the active operations o/ 
society, and diminishing, as tlese subside, into comparative 
inactivity—while it is the raical vice of all government 
paper to be issued without rgard to the business of the 
community, and to be goverred wholly by considerations 
of convenience to the Government. 

After escaping so recently {rom the degradation of a de- 
preciated paper currency, the @mmittee would abstain from 
every thing which might, however remotely, revive it. The 
period is not remote when, inthe language of the late Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, the country was oppressed by a 
“currency without any basis of coin, or other effective 
check, and of no value as @ medium of remittance or ex: 
change, beyond the jurisdiction of the State whence it had 
been issued—a currency that not unfrequently imposed 
upon the Treasury the neeessity of meeting, by extravagant 
premiums, the mere act of :ransferring the revenue, col. 
lected at one point, to defray unavoidable expense at ano. 
ther.” It is still within the recollection of the Senate, 
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when, at the Seat of Government itself, specie could only 
be had at 20 or 22 per cent. in exchange for the bank pa- 
per promises to pay specie; that for bank notes of Balti- 
more, 2 per cent. were paid; for those of Philadelphia, 6 
or 7 per cent.; forthose of New York, 15 to 16 per cent.; 
and for those of Boston, 20 to 22 percent.; ruinous ine- 
qualities, which have now happily disappeared. 

3d. The soundness of the currency may be further illus- 
rated by the present condition of the foreign exchanges. 

Exchange on England is, at the present moment, more 
than one per cent. under par, that is, more than one per 
cent. in favor of the United States. This being the real 
tact, disguised by the common forms of quoting efehange 
on England at between 8 and 9 per cent premrtii ge. 

It would lead the committee too far from its present pur- 
pose.te explain that the origizal estimate of the American 
dollar, as being worth four shillings and sixpencegand that, 
therefore, the English pound sterling is worth $4 44 cents, 
is wholly erroneous, and occasions a constant misapprehen- 
sion_of the real state of our intercourse with Great Britain. 
The Spanish dollar has not fer a century, been worth four 
shillings and sixpence: the Americar dollar never was; 
and whatever artificial value we may assign to our coins, 
is wholly unavailing to them in the crucibles of London or 
Paris. According to the latest accounts from London, at 
the close of December last, the Spanish dollar, instead of 
being worth four shillings and six pence, or 54 pence, was 
worth@nly 495 pence; the American dollar at least one- 
fourth per cent less; so that, to produce one hundred times 
fourand sixpence, it would be necessary to send to En- 
gland, not 100 dollars, but 109 1-16 Spanish dollars, or 
1094 of the United States’ dollars. If to this be added the 
expense and charges of sending the money and converting 
it into English gold, it will cost 111; so that L11 is, at this 
moment, the real par of exchange between the United 
States and England. If, therefore, a bill at sight can be 
produced for less than this sum, or a bill at sixty days for 
oné per cent. less, say 110 percent. it is cheaper than send- 
ing silver; that is to say: be who has silver to send to En- 
gland, can purchase a bill on London for a greater amount 
u:an he would get if he shipped the silver itself, and of 
course exchange would be in favor of the United States 
igainst England. Now, such bills can be bought at a less 
rate, by more than one per cent. in every city in the United 
States. 

This fact is conclusive as to the state of the currency. 
If the bank notes of the country were not equal to specie, 
specie would be at a premiuim, which it no where ts at pre- 
sent. Ifthe currency were unsound, more must be paid of 
that currency, in order to produce an equal amount of coin 
in another country, where these bank notes do not circu- 
late. But if, as is the case at present, the bank notes are 
convertible into specie; if you can buy with bank notes as 
much as you can buy with silver; and if, in the transactions 
of the country abroad, the merchants, who, if the notes were 
not equal to coin, would go to the bank and ship the coin, 
Can pay as much debt in foreign countries with the notes 
as by sending the coin; there seems nothing wanting to 
complete the evidence of the soundness and uniformity of 
‘he currency. 

On the whole, the committee are of opinion that the 
present state of the currency is safe for the community, 

and eminently useful to the Government; that, for some 
years past, it has been improving by the infusion into the 
circulating medium of a larger portion of coin, and the sub- 
stitution of the paper of more solvent banks in lieu of those 
of inferior credit; and that, if left to the progress of existing 
laws and institutions, tae partial inconveniencies, which 
still remain, of the paper currency of the last war, will be 
wholly and insensibly remedied. Under these circumstan- 





ces, they deem it prudent to abstain from all legislation; to 


abide by the practical good which the country enjoys, and 
to put nothing to hazard by doubtful experiments. 


The committee submit, for the information of the Senate. 


-ertain questions propounded to the President of the Bank 


have been destroyed by an exertion of the power of the 
bank. None have ever been injured. 
saved. 
when it is found that they are solvent, but are suffering un- 
der temporary difficulty. 


to an improper extent, what course do you pursue? 
let them go beyond a certain amount, and what is that 


A. Never. There are very few banks which might not |d 
Many have been 
And more have been, and are constantly relieved, 


Q. 4. When a State bank becomes indebted to the bank 
Do you 


amount! | 
A. The great object is to keep the State banks within}! 
proper limits; to make them shape their business accord- 
ing to their means. For this purpose they are called upon 
to settle; never forced to pay specie, if it can be avoided, |} 
but payment is taken in their bills of exchange, or suffered 
to lie occasionally until the bank can turn round; no amount |! 
of debt is fixed, because the principle we wish to estab- 
lish is, that every bank should always be ready to provide 
for its notes. é 
Q. 5. If you give drafts on any of the branches, or from 
one branch on another, or on the mother bank, what is the |! 
commission charged! 

A. The charge for drafts is less than the transportation 
of specie. I send a detailed statement on this point.* 

Q. 6. Do you, and at every branch, pay specie on de- 
mand! Has there ever been a refusal! 

A. Never. 

Q. 7. Can you state whether specie is more or less abun- 
dant in the United States at present, than at any former 
period? 

A. At the present moment, I think, specie is more abun- 
dant than usual. It comes in as usual. And the state of 
the exchanges with Europe is such that it is cheaper to 
buy bills, than to ship coin. The bank had, on the first 
instant, $7,608,000, which is more than it has had for nine 
years past. 

Q. 8. When the debt is annually paid off to foreigners, 
do they remit in specie or bills of exchange! Do you sup- 
ply the means in either way? 

A. When foreigners are paid off, a part is reinvested in 
other stocks, a part goes in bills, a considerable portion of 
which are bills of the bank. Specie is never resorted to 
unless the bill market is so high as to make that mode of 
remimittance cheaper. 
Q. 9. Since you commenced the purchase and sale of 
bills of exchange, has the rate varied: if so, to what ex- 
tent! 
A. The operations of the bank in exchanges has had the 
effect of preventing the great fluctuations to which they 
were previously liable. 
Q. 10. What is the reason that exchange on England 
continues above what was formerly considered the par, 
that is, the dollar valued at 4s. 6d. sterling? Is it that the 
intrinsic value of the dollar has been found to be less than 
4s. Gd.’ If so, what is that intrinsic value? 
A. The reason is, that we choose to call our dollar 4s. 
Gd. when it never has been worth four and sixpence, and 
of course when it goes abroad, it is estimated not by the 
name we give it, but according to its real value. 


*This detailed statement, shews that the Bank has twenty-two 
branches at the following places, respectively, viz: Portland, Ports- 
mouth, Boston, Providence, Hartford, New York, Baltimore, Wasb- 
ington, Richmond, Norfolk, Fayetteville, Charleston, Savannah, 
Mobile, New Orleans, St Louis, Nashville, Louisville, Lexington, 
Cincinnatti, Pittsburg, Buffulo; and that, the rate of exchange is 
generally from par to one fourth, or one half of one per cent, and 
in no case exceeds three fourths. —Ed. 


(LETTER TO THE EDITOR.) 
Sovurma Carona, ? 


April 7, 1830. 
You are not to infer from my long silence, that I despair 
of the cause of free trade, of which I am happy to find 
you continue the able advocate. The champions of the 
tariff were enabled to carry their point only by dint of the 


Proceed, my good Sir, in 




































of the United States, together with his answers thereto, 
and a document furaished by that officer, showing the rates 
of exchange at which drafts are drawn by the Bank of the 
United States and its offices of discount and deposite; and 
ask to be discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. 


Questions submited to the Presideat of the Bank of the 
United States, with his Answers. 

Question 1. When the Bank went inte operation, was 
not Philadelphia paper ten per cent. worse than Boston, 
and that much better than Baltimore? 

Answer. Philadelphia paper was 17 per cent worse than 
Boston paper—9 to 94 worsé than New York paper—A} 
better than Baltimore. | 

Q. 2. Were not the State Banks indebted to the Govern- 
ment in large sums, which hey could not have paid in 
sound currency’? Ifso, to weat amount? And did not the 
bank in many instances assume those debts, and pay them 
in sound currency, (if so, t# what amount?) and indulge 
{hose banks until it was epemnent for them to pay? and 
did not the Bank lose money/by such indulgence? 

A. In the years 1817 and 1818 the Government trans- 
ferred to the Bank at Philadelphia, from the State institu- 
tons, $7,472,419 87, which was cashed, and $3,336,691-- 
67 of special deposite, to be ¢ollected by the bank, making 
$10,809,111 54. The loss gustained by the bank,I can- 





not estimate. I should willingly compromise for a loss of 
only $200,000. 
@. 3. Has the bank at any time oppressed any of the 


State banks? 


utmost perseverance, and suffered no favorable opportuni- 
ties to escape to make converts to their doctrines; and were 
ably seconded by their friends, who successfully executed a 
well organised plan of public meetings to aid in adopting 
their “American System” as they have been pleased to 
term it; and, strange as it may appear, to give a more im- 
posing effect to their deliberations, a convention was held 
at Harrisburg, in Pennsylvania, and in the very heart of a 
rich and beautiful country, inhabited by an industrious and 
enterprising people devoted to agriculture, who, I am 
sorry to say, remain passive under an odious and oppressive 
law, passed by Congress in obedience to the proceedings 
of that very convention, and which, while it fails to answer 
the expectations of the manufacturer, strongly militates 
against the farmer and merchant. If the friends of free 
trade wonld act with halfthe energy that characterized their 
opponents, we should soon witness a termination to a‘system 
so derogatory to a free people, and pernicious to their in- 
terests. Let us use no stratagem, no sophistry; but ad- 
dress our fellow citizens throughout the United States in 
the plain language of truth; and, by a dispassionate and 
ingenious appeal to their good sense, ask if they will sub- 
mit to be the dupes of a party, which persists in supporting 
a law that imposes heavy duties on some articles, of the 
greatest use to the poor, and not only renders the agricul- 
turists tributary to the manufacturers, but impoverishes 
both merchants and mariners. Let us request of them to 
give an attentive perusal to the very able and argumentative 
memorial of the Boston merchants, as well as to the con- 
vincing and lucid reports of Mr. Cambreleng, of N. Y., 


ocuments have fully exposed and refuted the tariff doc. , 


trine, and should be read by every unprejudiced man, who 
is friendly to foreign commerce. Itis a happy circumstance 
that we live in a country where no sedition laws exist to 
prevent us from freely canvassing the measures of the Goy. 
ernment, and where the sentiments of the most humble 
citizen can be conveyed through the press, wihout being 
dismayed by the arm of tyranny, or intimidated by the jar. 
gon and prating of demagogues. 
highly intelligent paper for the earliest and most authentic 


We depend on you 


nformation relative to any change which may occur jp 


Congress in favor of Free Trade. The people anxiously 
await the wisdom of that body to grant them relief. Sus. 


yense is painfully irksome, and, in the words of an eminent 


writer, “there is a point beyond which patience ceases 


a virtue and degenerates into weakness,” 


crisis in national aflairs when the vuwic, 


o be 


There is a 
of an informed and indignant people must be heard, 
und when the mask of duplicity must be laid aside. 


your career of usefulness. 
ind may the Banner or THE ConsTITUTION be ever raised 


in behalf of the rights of your countrymen, and be to them 
the same fearless and zealous champion at home, that you 
have been so honorably in a foreign country. The Banner 
or Tur ConstrrvuTion will need no brazen trumpet to pro. 
claim its triumph; no mockery of empty pageantry to mark 


its progress. You need use no metaphorical language—no 

ribaldry—no affectation of the merveilleux. In pursuing the 

solemn and delightful march of intellect, you will never 

deviate from the path of rectitude, and I trust that in mak. 

ing honor and consistency the rule of your conduct, you 

will never cease to vindicate the principles of free trade 

and sailors’ rights! Admitting the motives of the friend, 

of the tariff to be perfectly patriotic and disinterested, they 

will soon have cause to be convinced of the failure of their 

projects, and the manufacturers will learn how much more 

beneficial it will be to trust to their own resources, than to 

confide too implicitly to the officious zeal, and ill-timed 

interference of their political friends. What atonement 

will the friends of the tariff be able to make to the peop); 

of the United States for the loss of the greater part of they 

most valuable foreign trade? What reparation can the 

afford the merchants and ship owners, if they are reduced 

to a state of bankruptcy? What will be the situation o! 

the greater part of a hundred thousand sailors, if their in 

terests are to be sacrificed to a most ruinous and disgracefi 

policy? It is not in the south and south-western States 

alune, that the evil effects of the restrictive system are felt. 

Ask the most enlightened merchants and agriculturists thro 

every section of the United States, their opinion of the 

measure, and they will readily pronounce it to be partia 

and oppressive. Our great commercial cities already fee! 
the pressure of the times, and cannot much longer endun 

the hardships imposed on them bya destructive spirit o 
monopoly. Iris in the power of the General Governmen! 
to heal the wopnd inflicted by a precipitate and 1!!-¢. 
rected experiment. Our rulers may be admonished by 

the language of a great moral writer, “that no usage, lav, 
or authority whatever, is so binding that it need or ought 
to be continued, when it may be changed with advaatage to 
the community.” The same oracular voice warrs us against 
submitting to oppression, and tells us, “that physical strength 
is vested not in the governors, but the governed ; and te- 
quires only to be felt and rovsed.” Legislative bodies are 
instituted in every free nation by the people, for the ex- 
press purpose of protecting their rights, to enact such 
equitable laws as may secure to all classes of the communi- 
ty the full enjoyment of life, liberty, and property. We 
are taught to believe that nothing but good can emanate 
from the Federal Constitution ; it follows, therefore, that 1! 
an act of Congress is productive of evil, (as in the case of 
the tariff,) it must be repugnant to the spirit and principles 
of the Constitution. 

If it was the intention of the tariff party to retaliate on 
the British nation for the exorbitant duties levied on ow 
flour, rice, tobacco, &c. &e., then why not confine the re- 
strictive system to that nation and her dominions, until an 
honorable and amicable arrangement can be made with the 
government of Great Britain to trade on terms of reciproc!- 
ty. Under pretence of retaliating on Great Britain, the ts 
riff monster was let loose to devour indiscriminately all 
who have come within its grasp. It spares neither French, 
Germans, nor Dutch. Is this the grateful reward we pay te 
the brave French nation for services she rendered our coun- 
try during the revolution? And must the Germans and 
Dutch, who have done more to enrich the United States by 
their honest industry than all the mines of Peru could et- 
fect, must they too be sacrificed to artifice and to political 
intrigue? must they be made to toil for the benefit of wea- 
vers and cotton spinners? to be confined to ahome market, 
and by an arbitrary law, shut out from the blessings of free 
trade and foreign commerce? Descendants of Hermann 
and Van Tromp! Freedom is your birthright! and as long 
as you cultivate the soil of America, you have a just right 
to all the advantages your industry can give; there is not 
an able bodied man among you, but he may make ten times 
as much corn as he can possibly consume; the home market 
therefore is soon glutted, and foreign markets must be found 
for the surplus produce. The tariff policy is selfish, avd 
ungenerous, for it not only debars us from a free inter- 
course with all the world, but it depreciates land and labor, 
and the products of the soil: is inimical to the poor, and 
will exclude from the sea, our hardy mariners, whilst it dis- 
courages many thousands of useful and necessitous people 
from emigrating to America, where several hundred mil- 








jand Mr. McDuffie, of S. Carolina. These most important 


lions of acres of land are yet to be cultivated. 


I remain yeur’s &c, HERMANN. 
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— [LETTER TO THE EDITOR. ] 
loc. ° New-York, 177TH Apriz, 1830. 
who Your esteemed favor of the 26th February I duly re- 
mce ceived. I have deferred the pleasure of replying thereto 
st to yntil now, in the expectation I should have been able 
FOV. to announce that something had been done in our com- 
nble mercial world, indicative of its abhorrence of the “accurs- 
eine TS ed tariff;”—but in vain! No movement has taken place. 
> jar Indecision, passive forbearance, and a sort of torpid, des- 
your § airing indifference have usurped the place of enterprize, 
— © P blie spirit and determined exertion As you justly ob- 
rin & Sea “if our merchants suffer themselves to be led like 
7 sheep to the slaughter, they have nobody to blame bat them- 
: selves.” Assuredly, did those who are immediately injur- 
— ed by the existing suicidal, anti-commercial laws, display 
~ on a small portion of that zeal, union, and untiring ener- 
cn ey, which characterizes the advocates of the restric- 
voret five system, the happiest results might soon be re- 
heard, alized. Why then this apathy, this morbid indiffe- 
Pe rence in regard to measures which are not only | os- 
ness, (ileto the best interests of the nation, but absolutely ruin- 
raised ovs to the commercial world? There are two causes 
— which certainly operate with great power to produce these 
lamented effects, and these are ignorance of the science of 
remo political economy, and a false notion of patriotism as con- 
vichamt nected with the “American System.” ‘To deficient infor- 
— mation in economical science, may be ascribed not only 
ane much of the wretched legislation with which we are afflict - 
ing the ed, buta great proportion of the erroneous views, and 
| neve even the tame submission which signalize the present 
on ae time; and J beg leave to remark that I know of no writer 
iy yom who is likely so effectually to dispel the illusions of so- 
@ trad phistry, subvert the influence of error, and extend the em- 
friends pire of good sense and sound, rational, practical know- 
a, they ledge, as yourself. The “Free Trade Advocate” and the 
at thei “Banner of the Constitution” contain many editorial es- 
ch more says of great value; and all the editorial matter is distin- 
ese oushed by a simplicity, energy, precision, and truth, which 
are at once pleasing, persuasive and convincing. 
wrurers There are, no doubt, many merchants in this city who 
Fig are distinguished by their intelligence, as well as by their 
“ 6 probity and enterprise—yet I fear that our commercial 
set, community, generally speaking, is far from being entitled 
iota to much credit in that way. From the rising generation, 
eS much is to be hoped; great efforts are now in progress, 
thetr | BB more particularly by the “Clinton Hall Association,” to 
serice™™ BB civea salutary direction to the youthful mind. Judge 
oteres Betts of U. S. District Court, delivered a very interesting 
are 1. Te curse of lectures on commercial law, the winter before 
ve on last, which was attended by a respectable class of young 
nn Of T° a en—say about one hundred and fifty regular auditors— 
© pari’ Be ond Dr. Griscom has just concluded a course on Natural 
eady feel Philosophy, which has been still more numerously fre- 
ad endure quented, in both instances by merchants’ clerks chiefly. 
Spite Habe t what shall I say of Professor McVickar’s popular 
verninel’ i ourse of lectures on political economy now in pro- 
nid ul. cress at Columbia College? I blosh when I state that 
shed YY Bis class is not very extensive; and of these not more than 
ve gphars en or twelve are merchants or merchants’ clerks — 
oO Ug 


aud this, too, at the very moment when a great excita- 
ion exists on account of the conflicting views and 
nterests of the friends of Columbia College and the 
nivocates for a new universify! Professor MeVickar’s 
ourse is partof the system of open and cheap instrue- 
ion recently instituted in Columbia College—he is well 
mown as “one of the first teachers of the science of po- 
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nact such itical economy in this country, and stands deservedly high 
} Wni- : i , ts 
a” We as one of the most enlightened expositors of its doc- 
Pprty. 


ines.” The ticket of admission costs only fire dollars, 
snd his lectures have, so far, proved delightful and edi- 
ying in the highest degree. This class is highly respec- 
able in character, consisting of gentlemen of the first 
anding in society, and chiefly of mature age. 

Notwithstanding the excitation already alluded to, Lam 
ompelled to believe that the faste for general knowledge 
hoes not exist among us, in this city, in any eminent de- 
«. Two or three years ago, Dr. John Augustine 
smith, Professor of Anatomy and Physiology in our col- 
ze of Physicians and Surgeons, advertized that he would 
liver a course of popular lectures on physiology, at a 
onvenient hour, in college, during the academical recess. 
A few persons, eager to embrace so desirable an oppor- 
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her Frencb. uity of improvement immediately came forward to es- 
d we pay "0 Biyin 4 class—a class was formed, which did not exceed 
od our cous. irtlyin number! Being all that were willing, in this 
ermans 8¢ Bibrest commercial emporium, to patronize so laudable an 
ed ard ndertaking. The lecturer’s reputation was deservedly 
i 


gh—he acquitted himself in the most satisfactory man- 


to politica! ‘r, was much praised, and the great class which he 
efit of wea- ould have the next year confidently predicted. The 
ome market, Bex, year came, the doctor advertised as befere nol 
sings of free relve persons subscribed, and the course was ab@ndoned. 
of Herman! BX... ;, Edinburgh, Glasgow, or even in Liverpool, cities 
and as long lerior in population to New York, lectures of a similar 
a just - taracter delivered by men of reputation and skill in 
there 18 20° Bihtir respective departments would have drawn classes of 
ke ten wae ¥*, Sit, seven, or eight hundred. 
home — - Asconnected with the second alleged cause of existing 
nust nn ‘ik, a“false notion of patriotism” —I may be permitted 
; selfish, 20° Bi) mention the formation of a “board of trade,” by some 
| free wo our dry good merchants, in contradistinction or oppo- 
nd and labor Bion to the “chamber of commerce.” One of the princi- 
le poor, dis. lobjects of the “board,” it is understood, is the sup- 
whilst it , ‘sion of Auctions, and thereby, as far as they can, to 
coor ye yy the competition of the foreign capitalist. As re- 


‘ds the present most striking effects of the “tariff” and 
‘RMANN. 





to be let, in even the most eligible situations. 
quence of the failure of the Washington and Warren! 
Bank, a petty institution on the banks of the Hudson, 
about two hundred miles from this’ city, which, according | 
to the declaration of a member of our legislature, had | 
stopped six or seven times previously, by which a consid-| 
erable loss has been sustained by our poorer citizens, a pub- | 
lic meeting was recently held and a memorial adopted, | 
praying that the legislature would forthwith prohibit the | 
circulation of small notes under five dollars. The banks 
in this city are favorable to the measure, but the country 
banks are vehemently opposed to it, and there is little 
prospect of present success, | sincerely hope, however. 
that before long we shall follow the excellent example of 
Pennsylvania, in this respect, and thereby secure to our- 
selves a sound and secure currency and stability of prop- 
erty. 

With most sincere wishes for the success of your patri- 
otic and meritorious enterprise, 

I remain, &e. 
W asnineron, Sth Avril, 1830. 
To his Excellency ANpRrew Jackson, President of the Uni- 
ted States. 

Sir: By the desireof our friends and constituents, James 
Dunlop, Esq. and Mr. George A. Madeira, we present you 
the axe and hatchet herewith sent. Messrs. Dunlop and 
Madeira are gentlemen of the first respectability, who have 
laudably established “Lemnos Factory,” in the Boroug! 
of Chambersburgh, Pennsylvavia, where they manufacture 
edge and other tools to a considerable extent - furnishing 
almost every implement of iron, for which we have been 
hitherto indebted to foreigners, of the best quality, and at a 
low rate. 

It is a gratifying spectacle to see our country, from year 
to year, developing the capacity to supply the «zierial for 
any given manufacture, and her citizens displaying the in- 
genuity and enterprise necessary to a successfal rivalry 
with the workshops of other nations. Although iron was 
smelted from ore almost simultaneously with our earliest 
settlements, and contributed largely to the accommodation 
of the citizen, yet its conversion, in our own country, to 
the more convenient purposes of life, is of comparativels 
recent date; and we thmk it a source of gratulation, that 
manufactones, under the protection and, influence of the 
present system, are progressing in improvement, so as to 
have already demonstrated that we are competent to the 
production of whatever may be required, either for utility 
or luxury. 
We request your acceptance of the articles mentioned, 
and pray you to be assured of the very high respect enter- 
tained for you by the gentlemen who present them, and al- 
so of that with which, 

We have the honor to be, 
Your most obd’t serv’ts, 
W. RAMSEY. 
T. HARTLEY CRAWFORD. 
Wasnincton, April 5th, 1830. 
Gentlemen: I have the honor to ackngwledge the re- 
ceipt of your note of this morning, presenting me with an 
axe and hatchet, from the manufactory of Messrs. Dunlop 
and Madeira, in the Borough of Chambersburgh, which | 
accept with great pleasure. These samples of the skill 
employed in that establishment, fully illustrate the capaci- 
tv of our citizens to contend successfully with the ingenu- 
ity and enterprise of other nations. They,in fact, refute 
the idea, too prevalent in several portions of the Union, 
that the policy of protection is, in every view of its effects, 
unequal to the anticipation of its friends. 
I pray you to present to those gentlemen my warmest 
wishes for their prosperity. and to accept for yourselves 
the renewal of the obligations, which I owe you for the 
many instances of your friendship and regard. 
Your ob’: servy’t, 
ANDREW JACKSON. 
Messrs. Ramsey & Crawford. 


What is the answer to the proposition, That what are 
called abstract principles are not matter of experimental 
truth, but merely the opinions of individuals; and there- 
fore ought not to be acted upon? 

A. It is hard to say what principles are not the opinions 
of individuals. The liberals are of opinion that two and 
two make four. Their opponents are of opinion that they 
do not. And the only question is, which party will per- 
suade the public they are righit. 

That if this empire, in the first year of peace, had giv- 
en to the leading political, trade, and currency projec- 
tors, one million of pounds sterling each, on condition that 
their schemes should never be named or acted upon, it 
would at this moment, have been richer than it ts. 

A. There may be no doubt that the possessors of the 
wrongs, have lost the sums they mention. It is the thieves 
counting their losses by the true men. Which may be 
truly said to be the true men’s gain. 

That the plain comprehensive, powerful, and majestic 
common sense of John Bull, ought to be heard? 

A. That the object is to persuade him that he is to get 
rich by filling his purse out of his waistcoat pocket. When 
will ‘John Bull detect himself a fool;” and cease to be at 
the mercy of every man that strokes him down the face, 
and calls him by his name Beast to flatter him? 

Catechism on Corn Laws. 








“American System,” may be noticed the almost total inac- | 
tivity in our ship yards, an‘! the unusual number of houses | 
In conse-| 
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CONGRESSIONAL DEBATES. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Monpay, Marcu 22. 


MR. HEMPHILW’S SPEECH 
On the bill to construct a National Road from Buffalo. 
passing through the seat of the General Government, to 

New Orleans. 

Mr. Chairman: I will, at this early stage, endeavor to 
explain the reasons why the bill before the Committee 
ought to pass into a law. It embraces, as I conceive, a 
subject of the highest nterest. The usefulness, which the 
contemplated road wil be to the country, is of itself ex- 
ceedingly important; and besides this, legislative enact- 
ment will hold out full assurance, that national improve- 
ments are intended to be prosecuted by the General Gov- 
ernment. In this light, the magnitude of the question, 
now ready for discussion, cangot be overrated. 

In the commencement, I will be permitted to remark. 
that it is not the design of the friends of national im- 
provements, to interfere with the anneal extinguishment 
of the public debt, as now provided for by law. The 
reguiar operation of existing laws will soon clear the na- 
tion of debt. The exertions of statesinen towards the ac- 
complishment of this object, are no longer required. But 
as to the momentous question of improving the country, 
for its own prosperity and glory, it ranks first, and is tru- 
ly worthy of the best efforts of the nation. It is equally 
interesting to the present age and to posterity—and no- 
thing less than complete success, will ever terminate its 
repeated debates on this floor. J will dwell no longe: 
at present in general remarks. 

Mr. Chairman, some gentlemen entertain the opinion. 
that these great objects ought to be accomplished by the 
several States. I never could accord with this opinion. 
The States are to take care of their own local interests, 
within their own limits; it is not their duty to legislate: 
with a view to national purposes. Neither could they, 
without the consent of Congress confederate to make 
extensive roads, passing through many States, for great 
and national purposes. In this immense country, it is 
impossible to foresee all the channels thro? which our 
inland commerce may take its direction. No exact plan 
can be devised; it would be rash to designate all the pla- 
ces where roads, canals, and bridges, should be made fif- 
teen or twenty years hence. It will be judicious to se- 
lect a few objects at a time, and to progress with the ris- 
ing condition of the country. Congress will always be 
the best capable of selecting the grand and leading ob- 


. | Jects, which will accommodate themselves to the good of 


the Union at large. And for these purposes, Congress, 
according to my conception of the case, oughi to retain 
in her own hands, her own means. This brings me to the 
consideration of an opinion winch’ has gained some stand- 
ing, and has even attracted the eftention of the President. 
] mean the propricty of dietribéting. the surplirs revenue 
among the several States. The President has expressed 
his doubts in relation to its constitutionality; and I think, 
that on a further consideration of the subject, he would 
be enabled to speak more positively as to the constitution- 
al barrier. 

I assume it as a principle which,on a fair examination, 
cannot be shaken, that whenever money is in the Treasu- 
ry,it is immaterial from whence it has arisen; the consti- 
tution puts no mark upon it; it may be pledged by pre-, 
vious laws, for constitational purposes; but in no event — 
can it be withdrawn from the Treagury, unless it is to ef- 
fect some expressed or implied provisions in the constitu- 
tion. A power in the General Government over internal 
improvements, bas never been claimed, except on such 
objects which congress may, from time to time, deem na- 
tional. Lands have been cededto States for specific ob- 


; 


jects of national improvements. The Bill which was re- 
jected by Mr. Madison, in 1317, retaised the control over 


the objects on which the expenditures were to be made in 
each State. 

But if Congress sheuld distribute money generally . 
among the States.for internal improvements, it may be. 
expended on local and minor objects, over which Con- 
gress themselves haveno power. The States, in expend- 
ing the money, will not look to national objects, but to 
their own internal concerns, and perhaps te a rivalry with 
their adjoining neighbors. 

Mr. Jetierson and Mr. Madison, in their messages, ap- 
proved entirely of the expediency of exercising this pow- 
er by the General Government. 

Mr. Monroe has expressed his opinion on the subject 
in the most satisfactory manner 1 beg leave to read this 
part of the document, called iis views on internal im- 
provements. [Here Mr. H. read the following | ' 

“It cannot be doubted that improvements for great na-_, 
tional purposes, would be beter made by the General 
Government than by the Governments of the several . 
States. Our experience, prior @ the adoption of the con- 
stitution, demonstrated, that by the exercise by the indi- , 
vidual States, of most of the pywers granted to the Uni-,_ 
ted States, a contracted rivalry of interests, and misap- 
plied jealousy of each other, had an important influence 
on all their measures, to the great injury of the whole. 
This was particularly exemplified by the regulations . 
which they severally made of their commeéree with fo- .. 
reign nations, and with each other. It was this utter in- 
capacity in the State Governments, proceeding from these 
and other causes, to act as a sation, and to perform af) 
the duties which the nation owéd to itself, under any sys- 
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tem which left the General Government dependent on the | 
States, which produced the transfer of these powers to the 
United States by the establishment of the present consti- 
tution. 

“The reasoning which was applicable to the grant of 
any of the powers now vested in Congress, is likewise so, 
at least to a certain extent, to ‘hat in question. It is natu- 
ral that the States individually, in making improvements, 
should look to their particulas and local interests. The 
members composing their respective Legislatures, repre- 
sent the people of each State only, and might not feel 
themselves at liberty to look to objects in these respects 
bevond that limit. ; 

“If the resources of the Union were to be brought into 
operation, under the direction of the State Assemblies, or 

n concert with them, it mey be apprehended that every 
measure would become the object of negotiation, of bar- 
gain and barter, much to the disadvantage of the system, 
as well as discredit to both Governments. But Congress 
would look to the whole, and make improvements to pro- 
mote the welfare of the whole. It is the peculiar felicity 
of the proposed amendment, that while it will enable the 
United States to accomplish every national object, the 1m- 
provements made with that riew, will eminently promote 
‘he welfare of the individual States, who may also add 
such others as their own particular interests may require.” 

In addition to this enlightened view of the subject, I 
may be permitted to submit a few remarks: and the first 
is, that when the plan of distribution is once adopted, 1t 
can never be recalled; it will grow into a species of right; 
and a majority of the representatives from the several 
States will never vote to restore the funds to the General 
Government. A thousand reasons will be assigned to 
oppose its restoration, whenever the General Government 
shall stand in need of it. Among others, it would be said 
(and with great justice) that the faith of the United 
States had been pledged, and on this reliance, schemes of 
internal improvements had been partially executed; and 
to withdraw the funds would be to sacrifice the expendi- 
tures already made. This impression would vary in the 
different States, according to the condition of their works 
—jt would create conflictions and confusions of interest 
that would bealarming. The funds which belong to the 
Union, would be entangled in local and minor uaderta- 
kings. But while the General Government retain thei 
own resources, she will always be prepared to meet the 
great and complicated concerns of the nation, whether in 
peace orin war. She can select the objects of improve- 
ment, on such a scale as not only to be able to complete 
them, but also to be in a stateof readiness for any sudden 
emergency 

This road leading from theseat of the general government 
to Buffalo and to New Orleans, two frontiers which will be 
imminently exposed in the event of a war, cannot be other- 
wise than of the highest importance. The badness of the 


road from hence to Buffalo, during the last war, protracted 
intclligen« c and prevented a quick cuuccutration of troope 


and of the munitions of war, to the parts required. If 
there had been good roads the military disasters at the 
eommencement of the war, never would have occurred. 
The badness of the roads swelled the expenses of the 
country to a prodigious degree. A single cannon trans- 
ported from the foundries on the sea board, to the frontiers 
of the Lakes, cost about two thousand dollars, and every 
article necessary in war, bore the same wasteful and ex- 
travagant proportion. The waste which the necessity of 
the times, and state of the roads, exposed us to, would 
more than make the road contemplated in the bill. Our 
country is large, and the frontiers and exposed poiuts be- 
ing at great distances from each other, render the necessi- 
ty of good reads (in a time of war) all essential. The 
military power of a nation, in all ages, consists not more 
in a numerous population and great resources, than in 
its capacity to concentrate its forces with rapidity to the 
exposed points on the fronties, liable to be assailed. 
Good communications increase the military arm in a 
due proportion to the population and resources of a na- 
tion or country. On a single day (sooner or later) in the 
arrival of troops or intelligence, may altogether depend 
the fate of the most important places in the country. 
The road to Buffalo presents advantages peculiarly na- 
tional in their character. Ht opens a country abounding 
in iron, fuel, and water power; and in the event of our 
foundries and armories on the sea board being destroyed 
by an enemy, it would afford the means of establishing 
others in the interior, secure from attack; where cannon, 
shot, small arms, &c. might) be manufactured, which, by 
means of this road, and @her means of transportation, 
could be taken to any point) wherever the nation should 
require. It would also opea to the seaboard, as well as 
to the lake, an extensive and fertile country, increasing in 
population, and in the prodgction of provisions of every 
description, and which could be made available at either 
extremity of the road. | 3 Me . 
The proposed road would derive an additional impor- 
tance in a military view, frm the character of the pep- 
ulation of the country throggh which it will pass. In 
the mountain regions it is sald, that there is scarcely an 
individual, who is rot well atquainted with fire arms and 
expert in horsemanship; the Whole population in the moun- 
tain regions, (as well as in the plain country) are disfin- 
guished for their physical energies, which will always ren- 
der them among the best mat.:..!s for military purposes. 
In time of peace, cannon and munitions of war might be 
conveyed by sea and the New York Canals to the fron- 
tiers on the lakes. But in time of war, the maritime 
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power of the enemy would render the commnnication too | suffice that it should be travelled over in the shortest time, 
uncertain, and in winter time the canal would be frozen. | and at the least possible expense; but it must also accom. 


[Here Mr. Hemphill read the report of Dr. Howard, one | 
of the U.S. Engineers.| 

“The importance of such a road as that now proposed, 
ina military point of view, is so strongly marked that it 
will not be necessary to dwell on them in detail, but mere- 
ly topoint them out. [t will afford a ready communica- 
tion to the northern frontier, from the central part of 
Pennsylvania, from Maryland, and from the eastern part 
of the State of Virginia, giving facilities for the transpor- 
tation not only of men, but also of many of the supplies 
and munitions of war, which are the production of these 
three States. During the last war, the route by the Paint- 
ed Post was found so necessary for this purpose, that it 
was extensively used; and notwithstanding the badness 
of the roads, supplies of all kinds were carried on tt, at 
a» expense which, it is satisfactorily estimated, would 
have been sufficient (in a single campaign) to have defray- 
ed the cost of the work. 

In the present situation of things, the citizens of the 
western part of New York, are almost as effectually 
separated from their neighbors of Pennsylvania, as if an 
impassable barrier were interposed between them.” 

Mr. Chairman, the highway proposed in the bill, will 
open lucrative communications between these interesting 
sections of our country. The location of the road from 
Washington to Buffalo, is left to the discretion of the com- 
missioners, as the Committee could not satisfactorily to 
themselves, designate the route. 

The Committee have deemed it sufficient to have the 
road located, graduated, and bridged, and to form the bed 
of the road, as an earthen turnpike, except in such cases 
where it will be indispensable to use gravel. On exami- 
nation of the estimates of the engineers. for making turn- 
pike roads on the several routes from Washington to New 
Orleans, in which they state, so much for location, so 
much for graduation and bridges, and so much for turn- 
piking with stone. The Committee, by deducting the 
latter, and taking the be-t pains they could upon the sub- 
ject, came to the conclusion, that fifteen hundred del- 
lars per mile, would make an excellent common road, 
graduated at an elevation of three degrees in the mile. 

Irom this city to Buffalo, a considerable distance is 
turnpiked; and, whenever that is the case, if is notto be 
aflected by this bill. The whole road to be made will be, 
as near as the Committee could judge, about 1,500 miles. 
Which will cost, $2,250,000, to be drawn in instalments, 
of not more in one year,than about $500,000; which sum 
the country will scarcely feel, and it will be distributed 
along the whole line, among architects, the owners of the 
adjacent lands for materials, and to the poor and industri- 
ous laborers. 

The great national advantages of a road, from the Seat 
of Government to New Orleans, will scarcely, (I should 
suppose) be denied by any one. Soon after the acquisi- 
tion of Lonisiana, Mr. Jefferson (as I have understood) 
hada recognizance of a road to New Orleans, taken at 
his private expense. It has been deemed of such magni- 
tude by the general government, that three general routes 
have been surveyed, under the act of 30th April, 1824: 
many of the reasons assigned in favor of the Buffalo part 
of the road, will equally apply to this part. Its import- 
ance in time of war cannot be overrated; the difficulty 
of transporting men and arms to this exposed point, during 
the last war, is well knows to us all. I will not descend 
to particulars, I appeal to the recollection of this honora- 
ble Committee. 

The routes surveyed, are an eastern, a middle, anda 
western reute. The Committee, after a careful exami- 
nation of the Report of the Engineers of the 8th of April, 
1826, selected the western route. The Committee on 
roads and canals, at the last session of Congress, did the 
same; and I am persuaded, the Committee of the Whole 
House, will be of opinion that it is, upon the whole, the 
most eligible route—each have their advantages and dis- 
advantages. The report says, “that the eastern and mid- 
dle routes, will accommodate, directly, more States than 
the western; but by anticipating the increase of the popu- 
lation on the western route, that the three in this respect 
ought to be placed on the same footing. In comparing 
the western route with the eastern route, we find that on the 
eastern route the soil is inferior, the bridges and cause- 
ways will be greater, the advantages to internal com- 
merce will be less, and that this route would not be so use- 
ful in war; that the carrying of the mail, and the expense 
of general travelling would be greater, and, on the whole, 
it willbe more costly. Its advantages over the western 
route, are, that the graduation would be less, that it would 
in a greater degree, facilitate correspondence between our 
inland importing and exporting marts, and also diffuse 
political information between the General Government 
and the Capitals of the South, as this route would pass 
through many ofthem! In comparing the western with 
the middle route, we find the materials for a road about 
the same. The soil on the western route is the best, the 
causeways will be less, and the graduations greater. The 
bridges on the western route will be in length only 3 miles, 
and 953 yards. On the middle route, the length of the 
bridges will be 6 miles, and 1239 yards! The distance of 
the middle route is 1140 miles. On one course of the 
western route, the distance is exactly the same; but on 
Snicker’s Gap route, it is 1163 miles. The expense of 
labor is rather Jess on the western route. For carrying 
the mail, the report gives preference to the middle ‘route, 
but at the same time remarks, that, as to time, it dees not 








modate laterally to its direction, the greatest extent possi- 
ble of territory. In this point of view, it is said, if the 
western route is not as central as the others, in relation 
to the States it traverses, it has the advantage of being 
more Central in relation tothe States taken together, and 
comprehended between the Atlantic on the East, and the 
Ohio andthe Mississippi on the west. 

But, Mr. Chairman, in relation to such a road as this 
will be, extending from the Seat of Government to two ex- 
posed and extreme frontiers of the country, and which js 
calculated to remain a great highway for ages, a little dif- 
ference in expense or distance, ought not te be viewed as 
of much importance. 

There are considerations which give a decided prefer. 
ence to the western route. The first is its superior advan. 
tages in time of war. The Southern States will haye 
their own borders to defend, and this they will be always 
capable of doing. They are contiguous to each other, a 
condensed population, and nearer to the Seat of Govern- 
ment, and to the military and naval establishments. They 
will seldom, if ever, be called across the mountains. The 
States on the Gulph of Mexico, being in the vicinity of 
the West Indies, will be exposed to imminent danger, and 
their own forces being inconsiderable, they must look for 
assistance from remote inland States. Tennessee and 
Kentucky, baving no frontiers to defend, and being more 
interested than the South in the regions of the Gulpb, 
would be their natural allies, and always ready to aid the 
States of Louisiana and Alabama, and to defend the na- 
val establishments at Pensacola. This road in case of an 
emergency, would afford to the Western States the most 
signal advantages. They could then march their troops 
with great expedition to the field of battle. The western 
route will connect diflerent sections of the country which 
are separated by natural obstacles. This is one of the 
great advantages of internal improvements. It will form 
a communication between the Westand the Atlantic Ocean, 
and augment internal trade; the people of the West could 
bring their produce to it and along it, in either direction 
to the most convenient avenue toa market. 

There is another consideration; it is miraculous to see, 
as we now do, the rising country in the west—the inagiv- 
ation of no man could have foreseen it. The enterprise 
of the West has greatly enlarged the importance and power 
of the Nation; and, as the Western States have no lands 
to form a public fund, it cannot be expected, that they wili 
make many leading Roads for a long time, by a direct 
taxation on the people: the nett proceeds from the sale oi 
the public lands, will always be inadequate for the Roads, 
which their rapidly increasing population wil! require. 
This Road would highly benefit a portion of the West, 
but, it it should run to the east of the mountains, the people 
of the West would reap no advantage from it. 

I will close this part of the subject by reading an extract 
from the Report of the Postmaster General, in 1824. It is 
as follows: 

“That the route on which the mail is carried from the 
Seat of Governmentto New Orleans, is estimated at 1,580 
miles, and requires a travel of 24 days in the winter aud 
spring seasons of the year. The mail on this route is some- 
times entirely obstructed by high waters; and, when this is 
not the case, itis frequently much injured by the mail horss 
swimming creeks and through swamps, by which news- 
papers are frequently destroyed, and letters obliterated.” 

In this report it is further remarked, that—*“The route, 
by way of Warrenton, Abbington, and Knoxville, affords 
great facilities for the construction of a mail road— 
Through Virginia and Tennessee, the materials are abun- 
dant for the formation of a turnpike, and through tlie 
States of Alabama and Mississippi, it is believed from in- 
formation which bas been obtained, that in no part of the 
Union can an artificial road of the same length be coo- 
structed at less expense; on this part of the route the face 
of the country is level, and the soil well adapted for the 
formation of a solid road. If a substantial road were 
madein this direction, to New Orleans, the mail could be 
transported to that place, from this city, in eleven days; 
if the road were to pass through the capitals of Virginia, 
North Carolina, and Georgia, it could not be conveyed ia 
less than twelve days. The Department now pays at the 
rate of $56 76 a mile, for the transportation of the mail 
three times a week, to New Orleans; when, ona good 
turnpike road, it could be conveyed in a stage, as often, 
and in less than half the time, at the same expense, wilh 
the utmost security, and with a considerable increase of 
the receipts of the Department.” 

The Committee have introduced this Bil], without any 
reference to the consent of the States, deeming it to be 
entirely immaterial. Mr. Madison, in his rejection of the 
bill, to set apart, &c. says, “That if the power is not vested 
in Congress, th eassent of the States cannot confer it. In 
the first session of the fifteenth Congress, this House, by 4 
vote of 90 to 75, asserted the power to make post roads, 
military roads, and other roads, without the consent of the 
States. By the act of the 80th April, 1802, by which Ohio 
was admitted into the Union, certain conditions were 4l- 
nexed, for the free acceptance or rejection of the conver 
tion, among which was the application of a part of the nett 
proceeds of the lands lying within the State, to the laying 
out and making of public roads, leading from the navigable 
waters emptying into the Atlantic, to the Ohio, to the sai¢ 
State, and through the same---such roads to be laid out, un 
der the authority of Congress, with the consent of the se¥ 





eral States through which such roads shall pass. In cou 
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ce with this act, the law of the 29th of March, 1806, 
construction of the Cumberland Road, requested the 
-esident to obtain the consent of the States, through which 
he road was tO pass. At this early period, it does not ap- 
eat that the subject had been much reflected on. Mr. 
{ynroe’s VIEWS, presented to Congress on the 4th of May, 
<0. contains this passage-—““The States, individually, can- 
ot transfer the power to the United States, nor can the U. 
ates receive itt The Constitution forms an equal, and 
i -ole relation between the General Government and the 
veral States, and it recognizes no changes in it, which 
ould not in like manner apply to all. In addition, I will 
jylan extract from the Report of the Committee on Roads 
4 Canals, in the first session of the 18th Congress.-- 
ir. Hemphill here read the following: | 
“The General Government cannot acquire exclusive ju- 
liction, except over all places pusshased by the consent 
f the vegislature of the State, in which the same may be 
- the erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, dock -yards, 
d other needful buildings. The States can, in no other 


lial 
or the 


ostance, give jurtsdiction to the United States. The Gen- | 
| Goverament derives iis whole power from the Consti- | advantage of the whole. 


jon, and it can neither be increased nor diminished, in 
~endment of the Constitution. 
iy own proper spheres, on the | 


-combination of power, give or take jurisdiction from 


; | 
iar 
, O.le?r. 


Congress became so well convinced of the imutility of | 


® sining the censent of the States, that by the Act of the 
















b) of March, 1825, for the continuation of the Cumberland 
‘ad to Zanesville, and to lay out aroad from thence, by 
Seats of the Governments of the States of Ohio, Indi- 
_and Liinois, to the Seat of Government in the State of 
yuri, omitted the clause entirely. 


’ 


Indeed, every one, 
slightest reflection, will see that power cannot be 
ired in this way, and to exercise it in this modified 
» might lead to delays and inconvenlencies : some Siates 
assent and others decline, and the consent may be 
n on conditions concerning which, disputes might af- 
irds arise. 
[am fully convineed, that where cither government pos- 
; jurisdiction, it had better act on its own authority 
re there is a concurrent jurisdiction, there can never 
a necessity for both to act—for, if one acts, both can 
oy the benefit of it. I am speaking of Internal Im- 
vements: in such cases there can be no danger of any 
liction ; for it is unnatural to suppose, that one would de- 
toexpend money on an object, which the other had 
nmenced, and was willing to accomplish of its own ac- 
} will here be allowed, Mr. Chairman, to make a 
« general observations on the subject of Laternal Improve- 
ais; and I will begin with calling to the recollection of 
Committee, extracts from the Messages of several of 
Presidents. 


5 
hue 


Mr. Jefferson, in anticipation of a surplus revenue, made 
gestions as to its application. He asked, “Shall it lay 
productive in the vaulis!—shall the revenue be reduced? 
wr shall it not rather be appropriated to the improvement 
‘roads and canals, rivers, education, and other great 
wndations of prosperity and Union, under the powers 
ich Congress may already possess, or by such amend- 
ents of the Constitution, as may be approved of by the 
ates! While uncertain of the course of things, the time 
ay be advantageously employed in obtaining the powers 

essary for a system of improvements, should that be 
wught best.” 

Vr. Madison, in his Message of 1815, refers to this sub- 
-ct,and says, “Among the means of advancing the public 

‘erests, the Occasion is a proper one for recalling the at. 

vuon of Congress, to the great importance of establishing 

roughout our country the roads and canals which can best 

e executed under the National authority. No objects 
‘hin the circle of political economy so richly repays the 
spenses bestowed on them; there are none, the utility of 
‘ich is more universally ascertained and acknowledged ; 
one that do more honor to the governments, whose wise 
ud enlarged patriotism duly appreciate them; nor is there 
uly country which presents a field, where nature invites 
nore the artof man, to complete her own work for his ac- 
ommodation and benefit. These considerations are strength- 
ued, moreover, by the political effects of these facilities 
fot intercommunicatien, in bringing and binding more 
‘osely together, the various parts of an extended confeder- 
“y. Whilst the States, individually, and with a laudable 
iterprise and emulation, avail themselves of their local 
Wvantages, by new roads, by navigable canals, and by im- 
foving the streams susceptible of navigation, the General 
‘overnment is the more urged to similar undertakings, re- 
(uring a national jurisdiction, and national means, by the 
hrospect of thus systematically completing so inestimable 
‘work; and it is a happy reflection, that any defect of the 
“onstitutonal authority, can be supplied in a mode which 
be Constitution itself has providently pointed out.”— 
Again, in his Message of the 3d of March, 1817, he says : “I 
“hot unaware of the great importance of roads and canals, 
‘ithe improved navigation of water streams, and that a 
Wer in the National Legislature, to provide for them, 
ugat be exercised, with signal advantage to the general 
Mosperity.” 

Mr, Munroe, in his Message of 1817, observed, that 
“hen we consider the vast extent of territory, within the 
died States, the great amount and value of its productions, 
“econnection of its parts and other circumstances on which 


their prosperity and happiness depend, we cannot fai! to 
entertain a high sense of the advantages to be derived 
from the facility which may be afforded in the intercourse 
between them, by means of good roads and canals. Never 
did a country of such vast extent offer equal inducements 
to improvements ef this kind, nor never were consequences 
of such magnitude involved in them.” &c. 

Mr. Chairman, in relation to the preservation of the Un- 





ion, the subject presents itself in the strongest possible 
light. 
ty of soils and climates, necessarily give powerful impulses | 
to sectional interests and feelings, and in the absence of| 
great and National improvements, these different interests 
will be entirely regulated by the mountains, waters, soil, 
and climate; and the stronger these interests grow in their 
natural channels, unconnected, and independent of each) 
| other, the more will the affections for the Gencral Govern- 


ee ee 





ment diminish. | 
| A people speaking one common language, and being in 
| substance the same peopie, can have no inducements to 


owers they respectively | ternal improvements, and to those only, that the people are 
ess; they cannot exchange power, or, by any consent to look for these high and permanent blessings. 


| 
' 
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) mations, 


; 
i 
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| litical, and commercial, state of society can only be 
slightest particular, by any other means, than by an/| ed and secured by 

| character. There 
“The General Government and the States, are to act in expe;rence of man 


, subject. 


separate, while their interests can be interchanged to the) 


But this highly interesting, po- 
attain- | 
Internal Improvements of a national 
is no other choice. All the wisdom and 


can coptrive nothing else. It is to In- 


A thorough and judicious execution of Internal Improve- 
ments, would enliven the whole country. The advantages 
of such public works are so universally acknowledged, that 
it would be time misspent to go into any reasoning on the 

The results have been the same in all ages and| 
It is enough to s iV, Liat if will promote the land- | 
ed inters st to its highest tide of DrOS) de rity 5 
always be the leading interest of this country. 
there 1s no carrying trade to a great 





and that will | 
Where | 
extent, commerce can- 
not lead; it must follow the prosperity of the land, and| 
whenever that flourishes, commeice, manufactures, and the 


various vocations of society will participate in the genera! 
good. Congress can do no act which will so effectually re- 
move the necessity of a lnghtarifi. The raw materials will 





be more abundant, and consequently cheaper. ‘They can 
be transported to the manuf 
articles 


actory, and the manufactured | 
from thence to the market places, at a less expense. 
No policy ever was, or ever can be presented to the Na-| 
tional Councils, which would be more purely American.— 
It benefits the whole and oppresses none. 

There is no country more susceptible of improvements, 
than is our own. It comprehends so many degrees of lati- 
tude on the ocean, and also of longitude in tlie interior, 
abounding in mountains, lakes, and rivers; and embracing. 
almost every climate, and variety of soil. I will not fa- 
tigue the Committee, by any enumeration of the capacities 
of the country for improvements. I will barely allude to 
one, which, I think, ought never to be lest sight of—I mean 
the Atlantic Cana!, from the extreme North, to St. Mary’s, 


and one to conhect the waters of the Atlantic with the 
Gulf of Mexico, and fromthence to New Orleans. This, 


once effected, would connect itself with all the landings 
and valuable streams, from the Mississippi to the extre 
North, and by the Erie and Champlain canals, with the 


Lakes, and the Si. [, iwrence. 
| 
! 


rie 





The spitit of improvement has advanced in this counir 
and isstill advancing. lathe local and linmted sphere of} 
most of the States, the opinion in favor of this policy has | 
gained the ascendency. | 

It is in ihe general government, which alone, can plan} 
and execute for the welfare of the whole, where 
est gloom exists; itis here where old-fashioned prejudices 
and impediments of every description scem to combine. | 

The history of public undertakings ¢ fact, | 
that, although in the beginning, discouragements and frowns | 
always await them, still, in the end, thanks can never be too 
bountifully bestowed. 

The first important turnpike road made in America, was 
opposed With the most active violence. 

The State of New York had to wage a warfare against the 
prejudices of the times. 

Their grand projects were believed by many to be roman- 
tic, impracticable, and far beyond the resources of a single 
State. 

The execution of improvements met with similar resist- 
ance in England. 

When a turnpike road was projected, from London to 
the interior of the country, the landlords near the town be- 
came alarmed, as they feared that, by bringing the heart of 
the country so near to the London market, it would cause 
a fall in their rents; but, to their surprise, they discovered 
that rents rose, along the whole distance of the road. Still 
it is a remarkable fact, that England, a nation so enterpri- 
sing, and so celebrated for her anxiety to promote her own 
interest, should sot have prosecuted internal improvements 
for ages after her means were ample. She had read of the 
water communications in China. She was familiar with 
the fame of the Romans, in the construction of their stu- 
pendous aqueducts, and their costly and magnificent roads. 
She had witnessed extensive improvements on the Contt- 
nent, and was acquainted with the utility of the canals in 
Holland. Still she was not awakened until a hundred 
years after the existence of the canal of the two seas in 
France, when an enterprising individual in a private un- 
dertaking, roused the nation, and infused among the people 
a spirit in favor of internal improvements, which became ir- 
resistible, and pervades the kingdom to the present day.— 
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Fine roads superceded the common roads. Canals are so! 


ecuted. 


jected eighty bridges of large 
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numerous that they approach within fifteen or twenty miles 
of almost every spot in England. Break waters are erect- 
ed at their dangerous harbors. Streams are every where 
improved, and superbly bridged. They are now engaged 
ii the grand experiment of the rail road system. The Dar- 
lington and Stockton rail road shed such light on the sub- 
ject, that it called into action the enterprise of the large ci- 
ties of Manchester and Liverpoo!, A rail road, with four 


| tracks, is now nearly cempleted between these two towns, 
Che character of the face of the country, the varie- | 


and to avoid the 1aconvenience af a long train of ceal wag- 
gons in the streets, a tunnel is made under the large city 
of Liverpool. : 
It would be difficult for any nation to surpass English en: 
terprise. 
To accommodate the lower part of London, on both sides 
of the tiver, a tunuel (under the Thames) is now nearly ex- 


[ tear I may be rather tedious; examples, however, are 


sometimes advantageous, and the theme itself is not barren 


of agreeable interest. Reflections on this very subject, 
atlorded consolation to the late emperor of France, when a 
prisoner on the rock of St. Helena. This extraordinary 
man, among his other feats, was, in the cause of internal 
improvements, the mighty champion of the age. In speak- 
ing of the treatment of the allied powers towards him, he 
said; “at least they cannot take from me, hereafter, the 
great public works which I have executed, the roads which 
[ have made, and the seas which I have united. They can- 
not place their feet to unprove, where mine have not been 
before them. Thank God, of these they cannot deprive 


me.” 

His public works, Mr. Chairman, were indeed, extensive 
and splendid. 

fn a period from 1800, to 1813, in which he had to con- 
tend with ail the nations of Eurepe, and was deprived of 
Commerce on the ocean, he executed improvements on the 
most expanded scale. ife made a thorough repair of twen- 
ty-live thousand miles of turnpike roads, which had gone to 
ruin in the preceding years of political anarchy. He pro- 
diraensions, forty of which 
@ remainder paftially executed. He 
y disjinet canals, seven of which were complet- 
Among the unfinished, were several very important 
ones; such as the canal of St. Guentin, to connect the ri- 
ver Somme with the Seheld; the canal de St. Ourcy, to 
7 whole city « £ Paris with water; the canal of the 
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suppiy Unie 
Mease and the Rhine, to connect the Baltic with the chan- 
nel; and the canal of the Rhone and the Rhine, to connect 
Marseilles, on the Mediterranean, with Amsterdam, on the 
German ocean. He improved the navigation of fifteen ri- 
vers, and reclaimed extensive marshes. 

At Antwerp and Cherbourg, he constructed great basons, 
for ships of war or commerce; and he also improved, ex- 
tensively, eighteen or twenty other ports. 

He almost re-made the roads in Maly; and the excava- 
tions at Pompeii were prosecuted under his auspices, until 
it exhibited one of the most interesting curiosities in the 
universe. Lle cvinpolled the Alps te bow to his genius, 


which, from the creation, had looked down on the rest of 


the world. Over the most frightfal and precipitous parts 
of these and the adjacent mountains, he constructed four- 


teen hundred miles of good turnpike roads. This isa mere 


outline of the grand works which he executed in the short 


period of thirteen years. 

Mr. Chairman, if the surplus revenue, after the extin- 
guishinent of the public debt, does sot disappeint our ex- 
pectations, this country, in the space of twenty years, may 
be made torank with any on the glabe. We have labor 
and skill enough—we have no wars, or prospect of wars— 


we scem Invited to the execution of public works, to give 


to the country that artificial finish, which our interest and 
political considerations require. 

To effect this great end, Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison, and 
Mr. Monroe, proposed a change in the Constitution, to in- 
vest Congress with an explieit and gomplete power. ‘The 
latter has more especially deseribed the extent of his mean. 
ing. Itisto give the General Government power to exe- 
cute a system of internal improvements; and to erect toll 
gates on national roads, with an authority to punish individ- 
uals who shall do any injury to the public works. 

Let us examine, for a moment, the practical operation of 
the system thus proposed by these gentlemen. Will the 
exercise of the power to make a road produce any bad ef- 
fects! Private property can be taken for public use, on 
paying a just compensation. Will a state be prejudiced by 
a good road passing through it, which will increase its pop- 
ulation and wealth, and cause bisy villages to rise up, and 
industry to be excited on the whole line? Will it make 
any diflerence to the owner of had, whether he is paid by 
a State or by the United States! Will the heads or hearts 
of the appraisers be changed br the cireutmstance of their 
acting as citizens of the United States! Will the travel- 
lers care whether the gates areerected by a State or the 
General Government? Indivicvals who commit any injury 
to the works, as in the case of tiose who obstruct the mail, 
would be lable to federal jwisdiction. ‘This, however, 
formed no objection in the mird of Mr. Monroe, and even 
this can be removed by investiag this power in the State 
Courts, as has been practised ia several cases. A fugitive 
from justice is to be examined before a State Judge or Ma- 
gistrate. By a law passed in 1798, “all Judges and Justi- 
ces of the Courts of the severa) States, having authority by 
the laws of the United States t» take cognizance of offences 
against the constitution and laws thereof, shall respectively 
have the like power and authority to hold to security of the 
peace, and for good behavior. in cases arising under the 
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constitution and laws of the United States, as may or ona] 
be lawfully exercised by any Judge or Justice of the peace 
of the respective States, in cases cognizable before them.” 
By an act of the Sth of March, 1806, the respective Coun- 
ty Courts, within or next adjoining the revenue districts, 
shail be and hereby are authorised to take cognizance of 
all complaints and prosecutions, for fines, penalties, and 
forfeitures, arising under the revenue laws. And by the 
act of the 21st April, 1808, the aforesaid act was continued 
without limitation, and extended to additional districts.— 
Again, on the 10th of April, 1816, in the Act chartering 
the Bank of the United States, it is declared that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to deprive the Courts of 
the individual States of jurisdiction, under the laws of the 
several States, over any offence declared punishable by this 
act. The State Legislatures can aid in the protection of 
an United States law; and they have generally passed laws 
to punish for counterfeiting the notes of the United States 
Bank. I think there will be no difficulty on this subject, 
when we bring our minds to reflect upon it. These offen- 
ces are rarely committed. [ do not, for the last thirty 
years, recollect an instance, on the Philadelphia and Lan- 
caster turnpike, or any forfeiture for the evasien of the 
tolls. If gates were put on the whole of this contemplated 
road, I do not suppose that more than three or four cases 
would occur in a year; and, perhaps, none; and as I have 
already said, the State courts can be invested with a juris- 
diction over them. This road would not be finished these 
five or six years, and before then, the country, I presume, 
will come to some practicable result, as to the mode of re- 
pairing national roads. The repairs, in my opinion, ought 
to be made out of the money of those who use the roads.— 
It cannot be expected that the General Government will 
annually appropriate money to repair roads. 

The best policy will be to construct or to aid in the con- 
struction of roads, and afterwards let them maintain them- 
selves, which they will always be capable of doing. 

{To be continued.) 
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Tvespay, Aprit 20. 

SENATE.—The two resolutions offered on Saturday last 
by Mr. Hotmes, on the expediency of providing private 
boxes at any of the post-offices, at the request of any inhabi- 
tant; and of prohibiting the taking of any fees, perquisites, 
or compensation by any person in the post-offices, not au- 
thorized by law, were agreed to. 

The Vice Presipent presented a memorial from the cif- 
ferent mechanies of the city and county of Philadelphia 
emploved in ship building and navigation, praying for an 
allowance of drawback of the duties on imported raw ma- 
terials used in building and rigging ships or vessels; which 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Trovr presented the memorial of the inhabitants of 
Darien, Georgia, against a subscription by the United 


maha Canal Company;” which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on roads and canals, 

Mr. Wooprvry, from the Committee on Commerce, re- 
ported the bill “making appropriations for building light 
houses, light boats, beacons, and monuments, placing buoys, 
and for improving harbors and directing surveys,” with 
amendments; which were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Dickerson, the Senate resumed the 
consideration of the motion submitted by him on the 16th 
instant, to reconsider the vote on the question to engross 
for a third reading, the bill to reorganize the establishment 
of the Attorney General, and erect it into an Executive 
Department; and on the question to re-consider said vote, 
it was determined in the affirmative as follows: yeas 24, 
nays I8. 

On motion of Mr. Dickerson, the bill was recommitted 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Woopsvry, from the Committee on Commerce, 
made a report on the petition of the citizens of Ilinois and 
Michigan, praying that Greenbay and Chicago be made 
ports of entry, with a resolution that it be postponed to the 

“next session of Congress. 

On motion of Mr. Benrog, the bill to authorize the pay- 
ment of the claim of Massachusetts for Militia services dur- 
ing the late war, was considefed in committee of the Whole, 
and no amendment being preposed, it was reported to the 
Senate, and ordered to be efgrossed and read a third time. 
[The sum granted by this bill is $439,748 26.] 

The bill for the benefit of the several institutions for the 
instruction of the deaf and dgmb in the U. S., was read the 
third time and passed, by yed and nays, 24 to 17. 

Y EAS—Messrs. Barnard, Barton, Benton, Burnet, Cham- 
bers, Chase, Clayton, Dickefson, Dudley, Frelinghuysen, 
Hendricks, Holmes, Kane, Knight, McKinley, Marks, Nau- 
dain, Robbins, Rowan, Rugg®s, Sanford, Seymour, Silsbee, 
W illey—24. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams. Bibb, Brown, Ellis, Foot, For- 
syth, Grundy, Hayne, Iredell King, Smith, of 8. C. Sprague, 
Tazewell, Troup, Tyler, White, Woodbury—17. : 

The bill to provide for antexchange of lands with the 
Indians residing in anv of the States or Territories, and for 
their removal West of the riter Mississippi; was resumed, 
and ) 

Mr. Apams addressed the Jenate two hours in conclusion 
of his reply to Mr. Spracue. | 


— -—— een ence 








the subject, and as it was late, he would move to lay the 
bill on the table for to-day; which was agreed to. 
The unfinished business on Mr. Foor’s resolution in re- 
lation to the Public Lands, was next resumed; and on mo- 
tion by Mr. Jonnson, who was entitled to the floor, it was 
laid on the table. “ 
The resolution to rescind the order to subscribe for Gales 
& Seaton’s publication of public documents, was resumed, 
and laid on the table on motion by Mr. Grunpy. 
The resolution offered by Mr. Fretrnenvysen, on the 
10th ultimo, on the expediency of preventing by law the 
transportation and opening the mail on the Sabbath, was 
taken up and laid on the table, on motion of Mr. F. who 
said that he had not anticipated its consideration at the pre- 
sent time. 
The resolution offered by Mr. Barton on the 23d ultimo, 
in relation to the constitutional executive powers, to re- 
move persons from otlice, were resumed and laid on the ta- 
ble on motion by Mr. CHAMBERS. 
The bill prescribing the modes of commencing, prose- 
cuting and deciding controversies between States, was ta- 
ken up, and made the special order for Friday next, on 
motion by Mr. Ronsrys. 
On motion by Mr. Foor, the bill entitled “An act de- 
claratory of the several acts to provide for ceriain persons 
engaged in the land and naval service of the United States 
in the Revolutionary war,” was taken up and laid on the 
t-ble on motion by Mr. Foor. 
The bill to extend further the right of debenture in the 
port of Key West, and altering the limits of Key West, 
was read the second time, and postponed to the next ses- 
sion of Congress, on motion of Mr. Wooppury. 
The Senate then adjourned. 
HOUSE.—Sundry reports were made to-day, amongst 
them a bill concerning slavery within the District of Co- 
lumbia, (to regulate the domestic Slave ‘Trade, carried on 
through the District, &c.) and several resolutions were 
offered. 
The resolution respecting a reduction of the officers of 
the army, was further debated, by Mr. Tecker and Mr. 
DrayTon. 
The bills ordered to a third reading on Friday last, were 
severally passed. 

Tea and Coffee. 
The House then took up the bill to reduce the duty on 
Tea and Coffee, with the amendment reported thereto to 
the Committee of the Whole. 
The amendment respecting Tea was concurred in. 
The amendment fixing the duty on Coffee, at 2) cents a 
pound, after the 3ist December, 1830, coming up. 
Mr. Semmes of Md. moved to amend the amendment, by 
striking out 2) cents, and inserting one cent as the duty. 
This duty, Mr. S. said, was not necessary for revenue, as 
under any modification of the tariff, that was likely to take 
place, the revenue would be sufficient to pay off the Na- 
tional Debt, as fast ag it became due, and as the article did 
not come in competition with any domestic product, the 
duty was not necessary for protection. Further the article 
was no longer one of juxury, but had become one of gener- 
al and necessary use, and he for these reasons hoped the 
duty would be reduced to ene cent, at the time proposed, 
and ultimately abolished altogether. 

Mr. Burcss suggested the propriety of fixing the duty 
at two cents. This would be avery heavy reduction, and 
he thought would be sufficient for the present. 

Mr. Seamus said he would vary his motion, so as to strike 
out the 2) cents, and leave the blank to be filled with faco 
or one, as the House might decide. 

Mr. InGersoun advocated the policy of gradual, not great 
and sudden reductionsiof duties. This was the reason why 
the Committee of Ways and Means reported in favor of 24 
cents, which was a reduction of one half the present duty. 
This alone would probably take off a million of revenue, 
and with the reduction on tea, would amount to a diminu- 
tion of two millions of revenue. The best and safest poli- 
cy, he argued, was a gradual reduction of duties. He fear- 
ed the amendment, if pressed, would embarrass, perhaps 
defeat the bill; and the agitation of the question so long 
before its passage, had already ruined many merchants. 

Mr. Semmes had abstained from going fuliy into the mer- 
its of the question, when he offered his amendment, sup- 
posing that every one was ready to vote onthe subject. As 
it was opposed, however, he would offer a few reasons, 
nore at large, in favorof his amendment. He did so, and 
avowed ‘hat he had himself been in favor of a total abolition 





Bell, James Blair, John Blair, Boon, Bouldin, Broadhe,, 
Butman, Cahoon, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carson, Chai. 
borne, Clay, Clark, Coke, Conner, Cooper, Coulter, Cra), 
Crockett, Crocheron, Davenport, Warren R. Davis, De}, 
ry, Denney, Desha, De Witt, Doddridge, Dudley, Earl! 
Ellsworth, Edward Everett, Horace Everett, Forward, F,, 
Gather, Gordon, Green, Grennell, Hall, Hammons, 4, 
vey, Haynes, Hubbard, Hunt, Huntington, Thrie, [py, 
Jennings, Johns, Cave Johnson, Perkins King, Adam Kino 
Lamar, Lea, Lecompt, Lewis, Loyall, Magee, Malia, 
Martin, McCoy, McIntire, Mitchell, Monell, Norton, Nyei. 
olls, Pearce, Pettis, Pierson, Polk, Potter, Powers, Seo; 
Wim. 8B. Shepard, Aug. H .Shepperd, Sields, Sermmoe. 
Smith, Speight, Stanberry, Standifer, Sterigere, Wm, J. 
Storrs, Strong, Swann, Taliaferro, Wiley Thompsoy 
Trezvant, Tucker, Verplank, Washington, Wayne, Wee}. 
Camp P. White, Wilde, Williams, Yancey, Young—10s, ) 
NAYS—Messrs. Arnold, Baily, Bartley, Bates, Bec. 
man, Bockee, Borst, Brown, Buchanan, Burges, Chand\o, 
Coleman, Condict, Cowles, H. Craig, Crawford, Creightoy, 
Crowninshield, John Davis, Drayton, Duncan, Georg, 
Evans, Joshua Evans, Findley, Finch, Ford, Gilmore, Goy. 
ham, Halsey, Hawkins, Hodges, Howard, Hughes, Inger. 
soll, Irwin, Isacks, Richard M. Johnson, Kendall, Kincaig 
Leiper, Letcher, Lyon, Martindale, MeCreery, McDuffie. 
Mercer, Miller, Muhlenburg, Overton, Ramsey, Reed, Ric), 
ardson, Roane, Rose, Russell, Sill, A. Spencer, Sprigy 
Stephens, Swift, Taylor, Test, John Thompson, Tracy. 
Vance, Varnum, Vinton, Whittlesey, Edward D. Whi. 
W ickliffe—70. 

Mr. Reep, of Mass. next moved to insert a clause to pr. 
duce the duty on Cocoa to one cent per pous!. The pres 
ent duty is two cents; and Mr. R. said there was last yey 
imported 5,331,000 pounds. ‘The common price is 0») 
five cents a pound, so that the duty was a high one in pr, 
portion, and the article entered largely into the consni; 
tion of the poorer classes. He would not argue the que: 
tion, but hoped the amendment would prevail. 

Mr. Wayne, of Geo. was in favor of the amendmen 
for one reason in particular; that as we import Cocoa pri. 
eipally from the South American States, the reduction o 
the duty would tend toincrease our commercial intercour: 
with those countries. 

The amendment was agreed to without a division. 

Salt. 

Mr. Conner, of N.C. now renewed the motion whi 
he had made in Committee of the Whole, modified 
agreeably to the proposition then also made by his col- 
league (Mr. Barrincer) to reduce the duty on importe! 
salt, first to 15 cents, and at a stipulated period thereafter, 
to 10 cents a bushel; and he demanded the yeas and nays 
on the question. , 

Mr. Barrincer referred to the price obtained for sal! 
in Virginia, where a million of bushels were manufacture! 
annually, and contrasted it with the price of Foreign sal 
which, after all the expenses of its transit, and the duty o/ 
20 cents per:bughel upon it, was sold at a less price. The 
State of New York levied an excise of 124 cents per bush- 
el upon the salt manufactured within her limits, thereby 
imposing a tax opon the whole country. He did not say 
this in disparagement of that great and public Spirited 
State ; but in order to show that a reduction of the duly 
beyond that proposed by his friend from North Carolina. 
(Mr. Conner.) inexpedient. He, (Mr. Barringer.) was in 
favor of reducing it ten cents per bushel ; and he called 
upon the delegation of Pennsylvania, that key-stone of the 
arch of the Union, to join with the oppressed South, from 
which in all questions of great national interest, she had 
never been severed, in resistance to this grinding oppres 
sion. The State of New York had already realized 
$140,000 from this tax, at the expense of her sister States 
Mr. B. after some further observations. went on to claim 
the support of the East, which might, at some future time, 
he observed, require. in the course of her commercial po- 
licy, the friendship of the South, which was ber natora 
ally, as well as her greatest customer, and with which no 
competition in regard to their respective productions, could 
possibly ensue. 

After some further observations on the advantages which 
would be derived to the West, from the adoption of the 
measure, he concluded by expressing bis opinion that 
duty of ten cents per bushel was amply sufficient. 

Mr. GornaM was opposed to trying this often debated 
and long contested question of a diminution or abolition of 
the salt duty on this bill, which was of great importance, 
had been reported unanimously, and received the general 





of the duty, for the reasons briefly stated above; but had 
yielded to the suggestions of some members who were 
practical merchants, and who thought the total removal of 
the duty might afford opportunity for frauds, &c. and he 
had accordingly agreed to keep on a duty of one cent. He 
was in favor of r-pealing the duty on all articles which do 
not come In competition with domestic productions. 

The question on striking out 24 was decided in the neg- 
ative, ayes 70, noes 81. 

Mr. Taytor of N. Y. then moved to strike out the half 
cent, so as to leave the duty two cents. 

This motion prevailed—ayes 96. 

Mr. Semmes then moved to insert an amendment to re- 
duce the duty to one cent, at the expiration of a year after 
the duty of to cents should go into operation; and for the 
first time, asked the yeas and nays. They were ordered; 
and 

The amendment was agreed to by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Allen, Alston, Anderson, 





Mr. Rorurns said he desiréd te make some remarks on 


Angel; Armstrong, Barber, Barnwell, Barringer, Baylor, 


assent of the House, and might be defeated if this amen¢- 
ment prevailed, or was again debated at large. He there- 
fore, for the first ime in his life, moved the previous ques- 
\ tion: but withdrew it at the request of 

| Mr. McDuvrie, who avowed his opposition to the salt 
duty as one of the most odious and oppressive features of 
the system by which the South was burdened; but if the 
amendment was adopted, it would not only embarrass the 
bill, but possibly defeat it. He hoped therefore, the mo- 
tion would be withdrawn, and not force a resort to the pre 
vious question, especially as there was a bill to come Up 
(which he named) on which the motion would be con- 
sistent and proper. 

Mr. Conner denied that the motion would embarrass 
or defeat the bill, because if there was a majority for the 
amendment, the same majority would pass the bill. He 
therefore, for this and other reasons which he stated, but 
could not be distinctly heard, insisted on the amendment. 

Mr. McDurrir then moved the previous question, which 
was seconded by a majority ef the House. 
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dhead. : Mr. ‘BARRINGER demanded the yeas and nays on thepre- 
Chai. vious question ; which were taken, and thé main question 

Crane. igh ordered. Ayes 107, noes 75. 

Deber. The main question was accordingly put, (on the en-| 
Earl! srossment of the bill) and carried, and the bill ordered to 

d, Fry 5 third reading. . : | 

s, Hur f%° The House then spent some time on the Florida land 
a 9), and then adjourned. 

i\Aine £ —_— 

lallary W epnespay, Apri 21. 

 Nuck. sENATE.—The Vice Presipent communicated the 

, Scott. slowing letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, which 

eromes as ordered to be printed, 

s ordere ss aa 

rm. | 5: ‘Treasury Department, 20th April 1830. 

AN Pson Sir: In compliance with the Resolution of the Senate 

Weeks i the 17th inst requesting “the Secretary of the Treasury 

—108. » report whether the sum of $25,071,017 59 stated in his 

, Beck. eport of April 9th, 1830, includes the entire expenditures 

handler {the Government for the year 1829, or only so much of it 


eiehton,. 
Georg: 
re, (roy. 


< has been actually paid, and if thelatter, what amount re- 
mains yet to be paid, to complete the entire expenditure for 
hat year, distinguishing how much of the expenditure in 


', Inger. ach of the years 1828 and 1529, was on account of theNa- 
Kincaid, ‘onal Debt, and how much on account of money received 
cDuflie, me Great Britain, and paid out ender the Ghent treaty,” 
d, Rich. BB pave the honor to report, that the sum of $25,071,017 59 
Sprigg, BBbovementioned includes the entire public expenditure 
, ‘Tracy, By the year 1829,in the same manner, as the sum of 
» White, HB; 459,479 52 stated in the same report includes the entire 
lie expenditure for the year 1828; that in both in- 

se tore. ME onces, the amount intended to be stated 1s the amount ac- 
The pres vally drawn from the Treasury; that, in respect to the 













last year MM no, 1828, the accounts of the Treasury having been set- 
‘od, the amount is ascertained to be as stated; but that 
»» accounts for the year 1529, not being yet settled, the 
mount stated is subject to some variation; though by an 
xamination already made, it is found that on the settle- 
of the Treasurer’s accounts for the year 1829, the 


PIS On) 
e IN pro. 
“ONSHI) 
the ques 


en’ 


endmen! MB mount of the expenditure cannot be greater, and will 
Oa prit MM obably be less than the sum above stated. 
uction | have also to report, that, in stating the public accounts, 
tercours expenditure of the year is considered as complete 
on the year has terminated; and that awy demands aris- 
on. z out of engagements contracted before the close of the 
ear, and afterwards admitted and paid, form part of the 
jon Which My yenditure of the subsequent year. 
moditied What the amount of these may be in respect to the year 
’ his col- fiso9, js not known; but they may be presumed to bear 
imported! MMe same proportion to the expenditure ot the year, that 
hereafter. HB» ‘lar demands growing out of engagements in 1828, bear 
and nays J the expenditures of that year. Whatever may be the 
nount, however, no portion of it will be added to the ex- 
d for salt Menditure of 1829, but so much as may be paid in the year 
ufactured 30, will form part of the expenditures of the year 1830, 
reign sal. the same manneras the amount growing out of the en- 
he duty of Mcements of 1823, and paid in 1829, instead of being add- 
rice. The HM to the expenditures of 1828, forms. part of the expendi- 
per bush- BiBres of the year 1829. In connexion with this subject, 
's, thereby may be observed, that of the appropriations remaining 
lid not say MB satisfied atthe close of the year 1828, the amount to be 
ic spirited HR pended subsequently was $3,678,032 11; and that of 
f the duty e appropriations remaining unsatisfied at the close of the 
) Carolina. Har 1329, the amount to be expended afterwards was 
er.) was in (63,739 78. 
| he called HM | have further to report that the expenditure on account 
tone of the the public debt, wasin the year 1828, $12,163,438 07, 


outh, from 


dforthe year 1829, $12,383,800 77; and that the 
st, she had 


pount paid for awards under the Ghent Treaty, out of 


ng oppres MiBoney received from Great Britain, wasin the year 1829, 
y realized M8618 20, as will be seen in the detailed statement at 
ster States Mor 13, andin the recapitulation, at page 23, ef the above- 
yn to claim Mentioned report. 

uture time, | have the honor to be 

nercial po- Very respectfully, 

her natura! Your obedient servant, 

» which no S.D. INGHAM, Sec. Treasury. 
tions, could Hi Tie Hon. the President of the Senate U. S. 

















The Removing Power. 
The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Barron, to re- 
est the President of the United States “to inform the 
nate for what cause or causes Theodore Hunt, Esq. has 


ages which 
tion of the 
nion that a 


nt. en removed from the office of Recorder of land tities at 
ten debated HB. Louis, in Missouri,” was considered, and 
abolition of Hf Mr. Grunpy, after observing that he had supposed this 


mportance, 
the general 
this amend- 

He there 
evious ques 


solution, with others of a similar character, was postpon- 
to Friday next, called forthe yeas and nays on its pas- 
ze; which were ordered accordingly. 

Mr.Barron said that the case to which this resolution 
erred, was not precisely of the character of those post- 
ned, as a removal in this case could not have been con- 
mplated by the law creating the office, unless for mental 
physical disability. 

Mr. Kane then addressed the Senate in opposition to 
resolution, and in defence of the removing power as 
ereised by the present Executive. 

Mr. Barron replied, anc insisted upon the right of the 
nate to demand the causes of removal in allcases where 
Senate were not otherwise informed, &c. 

t. Biss opposed the resolution at considerable length, 


» to the salt 
» features ol 
1; but if the 
rbarrass the 
ore, the mo- 
t to the pre 
to come Up 
yuld be con- 


d embarrass Hihone others, on the ground that former Executives had 
ority for the Hirer been called on by the Senate to assign their reasons 
e bill. He removing an incumbent from office, &c. 

» stated, but Hl After which. the resolution was laidon the tableon mo- 
mendment. iby Mr. Grunpy. 

stion, whicb 


engrossed bill to authorise the payment of the claim 


late war, was read the third time, passed, and sent to the 
House of Representatives for concurrence. 
The Indians. 

The bill to provide for the removal of the Indians, West 
of the river Mississippi, having been laid an the table, was 
resumed, on motion of Mr. Jounsron. 

Mr. Rossins addressed the Senate upwards of an hour 


(in favor of the Indians. 


Mr. Wuire said that, as Chairman of the Committee 
who reported the bill, it was expected of him to notice 
some remarks made by gentlemen in opposition to it, and 
overlooked by those who supported it, but did not desire to 
do so while any gentleman wished to say any thing on the 
subject. 

Mr. Forsytu then took the floor, and occupied it until 
the usual hour of adjournment; when 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE.—The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution calling on the Secretary of War to report a 
new organization of the Army, embracing a reduction of 
the number of ofhcers—when 

Mr. Drayron spoke in continuation of his remarks of 
yesterday. His main object was to show that disciplined 
troops are greatly superior to undiserplined soldiers. He 
continued until the expiration of the hour. 

Mr. BarrRinGeR gave notice that be should, on Monday, 
ask leave to bring in a bill to reduce the duties on salt. 

Reduction of the Duties on Tea, Coffee, and Cocoa. 

The bill to reduce the duties on tea, coffee, and cocoa, 
was read a third time and passed by yeas aud nays—163 
to 5, inthe following form. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America, in Congress assem- 
bled, That from and alter the thirty-first day of Decem- 
cer, one thousand eight bundred and thirty, the duty on 
cotiee shall be two cents per pound ; and that, from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-one, the duty on coffee shall be one 
cent pir pound, and no more; and the duty on cocoa shall 
be one cent per pound, and no more ; and that, from and 
after the thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight 
bundred and thirty-one, the following rates of duty, and 
no other, shall be levied and collected on teas, imported 
from China, or other places East of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and in vessels of the United States, viz: Imperial, 
Gunpowder, and Gomee, twenty-five cents per pound ; 
Hyson, and Young Hyson, eighteen cents per pound ; 
Hyson Skin, twelve cents per pound; Souchong, and 
other Black Teas, except Bohea, ten cents per pound ; and 
Bohea, four cents per pound. 
any other place, or in vessels other than those of the U, 
States, the following rates, viz: Imperial, Gunpowder, 
and Gomee, thirty-seven cents ; Hyson,and Young Hyson. 
twenty-seven cents ; Hyson Skin, twenty cents ; Soucnong, 
eighteen cents; and Bohea, six cents per pound. 

Sec, 2. And be it further enacted, That tea and coffee, 
which shall be hereafter put into the Custom House stores, 
under the bond of the importer, and which shall remain 
under the control of the proper officer of the Customs, on 
3ist day of December, 1830, and on the 3ist day of De- 
cember, 1831, respectively, shall be subject to no 
higher duty than if the same were imported respectively, 
after the said thirty-first day of December, one thousand 
eight hundred and thirty, and the first day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one. Provided: 
That nothing herein contained shall be construed to alter 
or postpone the tiie when the duty on the said tea and 
coflee shall be payable. 

On motion of Mr. Bucnanan, the House resolved itsel/ 


Mr. Martin in the Chair. 


imports. 
mittee on the Judiciary, on the case of Judge Peck 
i3. 


Committee, in the case of Judge Peck. ~* 


mittee, and to sustain the resolution for impeaching. 


Mr. Cuay, of Alabama, opposed the resolution and de- 


fended the Judge. 


Mr. Srencer, of New York, spoke in support of the 


resolution. 


The Comittee then rose, on motion of Mr. Doppriper; 


and the House adjourned. 





Tuvurspay, Apri 22. 


SENATE.—The Senate proceeded to consider the un- 
favorable report of the Committee on commerce, on the 
petition of sundry citizens of Illinois and Michigan, pray- 
ing that Chicago and Green Bay be made ports of entry, 


and concurred therein. 


The following amendments from the House of Repre- 


sentatives were taken up and concurred in, viz: 


The amendment to the bill “to authorise the Commis- 
sioners of the Sinking Fund to redeem the public debt of 


the United States;” and 


te the bill entitled “An act for the re-a 





ssachusetts for certain services of her militia in the 


tain unexpended balances of former appropriations.” 


And on teas imported from 


into Committee of the Whole on the State of the Union. 


Mr. Perris moved that the Committee take up the bill 
to amend an act in alteration of acts imposing duties on 


Mr. Bucuanan moved to take up the report of the Com- 
The motion of Mr. Pettis was negatived—ayes 61, noes 
The Committee then took up the report of the Judiciary 


Mr. Bucuanan addressed the,Committee for about an 
hour, in explanation and defence of the report of the cum- 


The amendment to the amendment of the Senate 
riation of cer- 


— -- oe —_— 


The amendment from the House of Representatives to 
the bill “for the relief of the City Council of Charleston, 
5. C..’ was taken up, and on motion of Mr. Woodburv, 
agreed to. ai 
On motion of Mr. Hayne, the Senate resumed, as in 
Committee of the Whole, the bill further to regulate the 
Patent Office; and 
Mr. Hayne having offered an amendment extending 
the right of taking out patents to foreigners in the same 
manner as to citizens of the United States, with the ex- 
ception that the foreigner shall pay into the Treasury 
$200 on obtaining a patent—(Tie bill provides that the 
charge to a “citizen” for a patent shall be in future $75 ; 
itis at present $30 
Mr. Hotmes objected to all the provisiens of the bill and 
the amendment, excepting the section that inflicts a pun- 
ishment “for removing from the Patent Office, mutilating, 
or disfiguring any paper, drawing, or mode!,’, because their 
tendency, as hethought, would be to depress improvement 
in the mechanic arts, &e. 
Mr. Dickerson then moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out “$200,” and inserting “$50,” which was op- 
posed by Mr. Hayne, Mr. Rowan, and Mr. Forsyrn, and 
finally negatived. The bill was then laid on the table, on 
motion by Mr. Forsyru.” 

The Indians. 
The Senate then resumed, as in Committee of the Whole, 
the bill to provide for an exchange of lands with the In- 
dians residing in any of the States or Territories, and for 
their removal West of the River Mississippi ; and after 
some debate: The Senate adjourned. 








HOUSE.—Mr. Camprerenc, from the Committee on 
Commerce, reported the bill from the Senate making ports 
of entry of Louisville, Pittsburg, Cincinnati, St. Louis, 
Natchez, and Nashville, with an amendment (embracing 
a substitute for the bill) which was committed. 

Mr. Srencer, of New York, reported the following re- 
solution from the Committee on Agriculture ; which was 
read and agreed to by the House, viz: 

Resolved, that-6,000 copies of the Message of the Pres- 
ident of the United States of the 5th of January, 1825, 
transmitting a report from the Secretary of the Navy in 
relation te American canvass, cables, and cordage, be 
printed for the use of the House. 

Ou motion of Mr. Lyon, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
vesting, by law, in the Postmaster General, equitable pow- 
er to rectify mistakes in cases where contracts for trans- 
porting the mail have been or may be made, upon erro- 
neous statements of distance, by the Department, with 
power to increase or curtail the compensation pro rata, 
agreeable to the actual distance of the route. 

Mr. Pouk submitted a resolutiomse to amend the rules 
of the House, as to prohibit debate on motions to print 
tie usualnumber Of a doctiment. 

The House resumed the resolution relative to a reduc- 
tion of the officers of the Army. 

Mr. Dravyron continued his remarks on the subject, 
without having concluded, wien the bour expired. 

The House went again into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. Wivpe io the Chair, and resumed the consideration of 
the case of Judge Peck. 

Mr. Dovpripeer, of Viriginia. submitted at length his 
reasons for deeming the impeachment just and proper. 

Mr. Sroxrs, of New York, also spoke for some time in 
support of the resolution and in favor of the impeachment. 

M+. Bexz, of Tennessee, followed at considerable length 
-| in opposition to the resolution,andin defence of the Judge. 

Mr. McDurrie then moved that the Committee rise and 
report the resolution to the House. 

Mr.Prrris expressed a wish to deliver his sentiments on 
the resolution, aud therefore hoped that the Committee 
would ask leave to sit again ; and 

Mr. Tayior suggesting that as Mr. P. was the sole 
Representative from Missouri, courtesy required that he 
should be allowed an opportunity ef delivering his opin- 
ions on the subject. 

Mr. McDurris withdrew his motion; when, 

Un motion of Mr. Prrris, the Committee rose, report- 
ed progress, and obtained leave to <it again. 

On motion of Mr. Denny, leave of absence for the re- 
mainder of the session, was granted to Mr. Courter, of 
Pennsylvania, on account of a severe domestic affliction. 

The House then adjourned. 
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We publish to day the report of General Smith, Chair- 
man of the Committee on Finmce, in the Senate of the 
United States, upon the subject of a Nationalcurrency. It 
is a sound, sensible and orthodot production, which dees 
great credit to the Committee, wd displays a full acquaint- 
ance with the important subject which it relates. There 
is indeed no safety in any system of currency, but one 
which has for its basis the precious metals, nor can there 
be safety in any Banking institutions administered by go- 


mixed currency, ean only be securely trusted to individual 
interest, and even here there is a necessity for much caw 








vernments, or their agents. The expansive power of a 
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t¥on in the framing of charters of incorporation, so as to 
render the obligation of a punctual payment of their notes 
on the part of banks too imperative to be trifled With. 

We agree with the chairman of the Committee, that a 
more uniform currency throughout an extended country, 
cannot exist, than the one which now prevails throughout 





and General Smith is right, and in support of his position 
brings forward the London prices current to shew, that sil- 
ver dollars are there only worth 4s. I}d. each. The fact 
is that Spanish dollars are not a legal tender in England at 
any fixed value, and they are consequently worth no more 
than they will sell for in the market, and consequently all 
calculations which take 4s. 6d. as the basis of their value, 


sert as we have already done, that a crisis in our public 


all those parts of the United States where the local banks 


do really pay their notes when called upon, in coin; for, if jis staring at a wrong ETO. ut 
an individual in any one of the States holds the note of a| gress say, that $4 44 are equivalent to a British pound ster- 


hank, he can convert it at pleasure into an equal amount of ling? And suppose 
ank, he c 


coin, and no more certain equivalency can exist, than that 
which exists between a silver dollar in the pocket of a man 





. . S ‘ . r) rah 3 4? 
at New Orleans. and a silver dollar in the pocket of a man that no British lay | ig, a 
Where there is in fact a real bona fide | manufacturers who scil us their merchandize, have a good | respect due to her as Queen of Portugal. 


at Passamaquoddy. 3 
cash payment by the banks, without the exercise on theu 

2 ° > } , Loy 
part of any disposition to influence the holders of their 


. h fear, favor or affection, aud where there is | gain. Our Congress has a right to sav, that in estimating and as it is CUSLOUMIL in some monurchical countries, », 
notes, through fear, fa ailection, a net is affenes oe ee, 
seize upon every occasion that ts offered, to test the Joya). 

ty of the people, her recovery was celebrated in the pap. 


on the part of the public, no fear of offending bank direc- 


(4 . . ' ae x - j : < re > mri 
tors. or of exciting their vengeance in the form of with- | duties, the pound 





fact, whatever it might be! 


l lose sioht ot the 


But does not our act of Con- 


} 
, | 


the timposts upon british invotees which pay ad valorem 
| sterling shall be reduced imto currency 





received to the middle of February. 
an act of Congress were to say, that }ense, the official paper of 12th of that month, contains », 
‘the moon was made of green cheese, would that alter the [account of a ceremony which took place on the Gth, by 

ft is enough for us to know,|which it appears that Donna Maria the Second, recejy, 
ys any such thing, and as the British |from the Portugueze resident in Brazil, the homage a, 


deal more to say in the matter than we have, we must not lected, that some time ago, Eler Majesty as well as her | 
prineiple, that it takes two to make a bar- }ther Don Pedro, was injured by the upsetting of a earris 





on 
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affairs is not distant, we wish it to be understood, that y,, 
speak from a knowledge of public and private opinion, ¢¢. 
rived from our occupying a position for judging upon th). 
subject, whieh persons who reside at a distance from Wy.) 
ington cannot enjoy. i 


. 





By recent arrivals from Rio de Janeiro, papers have yo, 
The Diario F lum); 
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It will be recs. 


Lee a eNO NCR REMRREREe 
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holding discounts, the currency must necds every where be tas the juivalent oi ¥4 4. This it has done, and nothing ner described in the following article, which Wwe have trang. : 
sound, and consequently equivalent, for a hard dollar is a}more, but such lov legisiation cannot affect ime question | lated for the benehit of ous readers. Having frequent) id 
hard dollar all the world over. Occasions may indeed oc- ot equivalency In - 1o here, the pound sterling is |seen the obj ct of these 1Oy al attentions, who IS NOW about ‘ 
cur, in which a convertible currency shall for a time be de- jae equivalent OF S42 Se within a sinall fraction, as is proved jeleven years ot ages we can say, that a more Anterestiig 
preciated, but it cannot long continue so. If, per example, | from the fact, Uiet a dobar eo but 495 pence, and jand be autiful little Queen, de facto or de jure, is no wher 

one of the banks in Philadelphia should issue to day an un- |coasequently ove pound st ring would purchase 4 dollars ” be found. 

due proportion of notes, the excess would return tor pay- i Bra sos =>. dog omyoereon : eae 20ers nse | “The Portugueze residing in Rio de Janeiro celehrnieg 

ment to morrow, through the other banks, witn the uner- | up Tarist these , and it wnat fore too clear to admit lon the 6th of Fe bruary a solemn thanksgiving to the A! ’ 
ring certainty of fate. Andif all the banks of Philadelphia | of a a udl, t Link ¢ ae ung exchange at the true par, the |Powertul for the happy recovery of His Imperial Vas, & up 
should do the same thing and issue an excessive quantity i rate will be found to be in our fayor. This can be proved aie Her Most Faithful Majesty, having preferred for a 
of paper, so as to depreciate the currency of that city below | thus:— | | es ~ part | politic and religious act, the Temple of our Lady ef Gor, br 
the level of the currencies of the other cities, the evileould| A bill of e.change on London, for £100, can be procur- | which temple was decorated with the greatest pomp ms 
last but’a short time. The effect would be, that all prices | ec = PER = 2 a ST ote r ‘richness. The Diplomatic Corps, the Court, the s. IB eo 
would rise in Philadelphia. Bulls of exchange upon for. | with the addition of 8 per ct. premium,whichadd, 33 33 |periors of the religious orders, and the most conspicuos i 
eign countries and public stocks, would rise first, and the | fe a | Persons of all the orders ecclesiastical, civil, and military ME anc 
consequence would be, that the brokers of New York and | Making == - ee » : 477 77 thad been invited, in consequence of which the asse)! fic 
Baltimore, whose business it is to watch currenci€s as well . W nich said bill will procure in London, accord- | was very brilliant and numerous. All the Portugueze 3»). IR ase 
as market prices, would soon send on for sale, from their | tng to tie above quotation ol dollars, at 44) pence . o jects were there. f our 
cheap markets, a sufficient amount ot those article Ss. 4 jo - - ° . - - - 484 RD At 6 o’clock mn the evening, the ringing of the hall ’ 
throw the Philadelphia banks into debt ta the New York | | > oe land the discharge of sky-rockets dnnounced the Rantint ‘ 
and Baltimore banks, which debts they would be obliged : L, a ing a balance of ithe Soe - - Re - sf | Her Most Faithtul Maje sty, and then the Band of m 7 we 
to liquidate in coin. ‘This is the machinery which ts Pe eaters t+ ¥2 noes pew - wes) ghee aii _|the guard of honor, which had been previously. stations ame We 
constant operation to prevent excessive Issues. Each indi- | A iits “4 tne true view vei “ — and the —— Is rock up the National Hymn of Donna Metis Hh me we 
vidual bank im a city, imposes a check upon all the rest. und r obligations to General Sraith for arengaaag Cass Snpet- ‘then enteting the temple, was there vobaed Ge, on alias 
The aggregate number of banks of one city, Impose a heck tant iliusiration of a matter so little understood, even by 


upon the banks of another city, and the whole mass of 
banks of one entire country have a check imposed upon 
them by the general level of currencies throughout the 
trading world, which must needs regulate the course of cx- 
change, and say in effect, “thus far shalt theu go and ue 
farther.” 

As to the idea entertained by some people, 


ee 


' 


which, from its official character, will have a circulation, | 


equal to one hundred times that of any private essay or | 
‘ircatise that could be written on the subject. 


It will have been perceived by the proceedings of Con- 


because 4 | e7e8s, that on the I4th inst. the bill for constructing a Na- 


: : " > os _ —— mace & >. + > CB - ae or _ 
man in Missouri, who hess a horse load of spanisa dollars. | ional road from Buftalo to New Orleans was negatived In 


cannot find any body who will carry them ail the way te 
Philadelphia for him, and there give him the same quantity 
of Spanish dollars, without charging him any thing for his 
trouble and expenses, that therefore the currenry is nat 
equivalent, it is too absurd to merit an argument. Between 
two places, at which the currency is equally sound, there 
will needs be at times a rate of exchange for or against, 
and bank notes when they travel beyond the mere precincts 
of the institution by which they are issued, perform the 
functions of small bills of exchange. When they cannot 
therefore at a distance from home, be converted into coin 
at par, it proves nothing as affects the currency, but mere- 
ly shews that in that particular place, there are atthe tume 
more buyers than sellers of smal! bills of exchange. 

In General Smith’s report, we are particularly pleased 
with the satisfactory manner in which he proves the sound- 
ness of the currency, by the rate of exchange on England. 
flis elucidation is clear, philosophical, and indisputable, 
and should be read by all who wish to free themselves from 
the delusive idea, that the balance of trade is shewn to be 
against the country, by the nominal high rate of exchange. 
General Smith shews, and shews truly, that although bills 
on London are quoted at 8 to 9 per cent. advance, they are 
in reality below par, and so far as exchange proves any 
thing on the subject, it proves that the balance of trade is 
and has been for a long time in favor of the country. This 
is a matter of great importance to be understood, and as it 
is a very simple one, it is within the scope of the compre- 

“ hension of the most simple mind. 

If two men should be talking of the temperature of the 
weather, as proved by a thermometer, every body would 
admit, that it would be netessary for them to agree upon a 
particular degree of heat br cold as the starting point of 
their argument. We will now suppose, that one of them 
asserts that the cold is tenidegrees above zero, and that the 
other insists upon it that fhe cold is a little more than ten 
degrees below zero. It vould be impossible for them to 
settle the dispute in any @her way than by agreeing that 





the House of Representatives, but that a reconsideration of 
ihe vote was agreed to on the following day, by which 
ihe bill was re-tnstated in the position in which it previous- 
ly stood, entitled to further discussion. ‘This latter vote 
may be deemed conclusive upon the point, that a majority 
of the House is not opposed to the bill upen constitutional 
grounds, and although it will probably not be called up for 
discussion during the present session, it will no doubt be 
revived at the next, when the various members will return 
to Washington with a full knowledge of the views of their 
respective constituents. . 

‘This bill may be regarded as the one upon which the 
question of the constitutionality of appropriations by the 
General Government for purposes of internal improvement, 
will be fully tested. [t will also be the entering wedge of 
the system, which is to be called tn to aid the friends of 
‘axation in Keeping on high duties after the extinguishment 
of the public debt, and it will lay the foundation, if adopt- 
ed, of a course of extravagance and waste of the public 
money, the mischief of which will be incalculable, and 
which will ulumately, if persevered in, in conjunction with 
the other branches of the same policy occasivn the dis- 
memberment of this confederacy of republics. It is, there- 
tore a question of vital importance to the American people, 
and as we regard it im that light, we shall as champions of 
liberty---the Constitution---and the Union, deem it an im- 
perative duty in the conduct of this journal, to denounce it 
as a measure fraught with the most disastrous results. 

In our paper of to day will be found the commencement 
of the speech delivered in support of this road by Mr. 
Hemphill, Chairman of the Committee of Internal Improve- 
ments. We publish this speech in order that our readers 
may see the arguments economical and constitutional, by 
which the measure is supported, and that they may the 
better be enabled to perceive the contrast between these 
argumenis, and those that will appear in the speeches on 
the opposite side, which we think will be sufficient to con- 
vince all who may read them, that the road in question as 





they would be governed bj the same standard. Upon re- 
ference to Fahrenheit, wh) takes his zero at 32 degrees be- 
low freezing point, it is fund that the former is right. 
Upon reference to Reaumtr, who takes his zero atfreezing 
point and makes a differenf scale of degrees, it is found 
that the latter isright. Np difference between them could 
afterwards exist, for they yould find it necessary in all fu- 
ture discussions, to unders@nd before-hand, a common point 
to start from. 

The question ef exchange stands precisely upon the same 
footing. A certain class @ reasoners say, that exchange is 
above par. General Smit} says, it is below par. Where 
is the starting point? It if the value of a silver dollar in 
British gold currency, in Which our debts are contracted 
and made payable. The qlass of reasoners referred to, say, 





a meas'ire of economy, is impolitic; that as an incipient 
step for the riveting upon the Nation of a permanent bur- 
thensome, and unequal load of taxes, it is unjust, and that 
as the evidence of a determination to adhere to a construc- 
tion of the constitution not authorized by its letter or its 
spirit, it is destructive of the liberties of the people, sub- 
versive of the sovereignty of the States, and consummatory 
of that consolidation of twenty-four independent Republics 
into one grand despotism, which was foretold by Patrick 
Henry in 1787, and which has ever since been apprehend- 
ed by so many of the enlightened advocates of liberty in 
our country. Ifto our Northern friends, we speak lan- 
guage to which their minds are not familiar, we can assure 
them, that we have never uttered a sentiment in this paper 
in reference to the political prospects of the country, that 





a dofiar is 4s. 6d. sterling. General Smith says it is not, 


was not in full accordance with our belief, and when we as- 
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| : ‘ceremonial of stvle, which is due to crowned heads hor 
merchants, into the view of the public, in a document, | . o crowned heads. 4 


soon as Her Majesty tock the place which was destined fe I the 
her, the religious act commenced under the Reverend Jar HR tio 


uario Alves Camacho, Dean of the Cathedral of the City, ext 
‘Funchal, having as assistants, the Reverend Father Fry Pr 
‘cisco Freire de Carvalho, Professor of Ancient history Mag 
the University of Coimbra, and the Reverend Anio: sel 


Thomas Dias. After this, the Reverend Father Anton {ih pet 
Alfredo de Santa Catharina Braga, Ex-lecturer of Ration: | 
Philosophy and Dogmatical Theology, and Abbot of ». Ku 





Salvador de Aveleda in the Kingdom of Portugal, ascen’. RW 
ed the pulpit and delivered a most excellent discours 


analogous to the worthy subject, which was of the greate mma 


and most transcendant interest to all the Portuguezc; afie I" 


which the hymn Te Deum Laudamus was sung by a chor 
of tausic composed of the skilful professors of the Imp ro ee 
chapel. The Most Excellent, the Count of Sabugal a mf 
companied the retinue of the Queen, as the chief officer (B® 
Her Royal Nousehold, and the Consul General J. B. Vogt? 
reira received at the door of the ‘Temple the IJlustrio: fro 
persons invited. After the close of the ceremony, He 
Most Faithful Majesty retired with the same ceremonia! 
deigning on the way out to permit the distinguished per 
sonages of the Court, and her Portugueze subjects, to kis 
herroyal hand. The band of military music, the ringing f° 
of the bells, and the repeated vives of all the Portugucze, on 
announced the departure of Her Most Faithful Majesty »ii*@ 
the Imperial residence at Boa Vista. In this manner di! 
the Portugueze residing at Rio de Janeiro, give anothe 
public testimonial of the respect and loyalty which ever 
where they entertain towards their Legitimate Sovejig"® 
reigns.” I 

From the foregoing, it is evident that Don Pedro has noe" 
disposition tosee the rights of his daughter to the throne 
of Portugal abandoned, and we are informed, that an exp¢ 
dition will before long be fitted out at Rio de Janeiro, \ag?* 
go against Don Miguel, who thus far, does not appear t 
have had the countenance of Great Britain, France, or an 
other Power which acts upon the principle, that a Sove 
reign should be such de jure, as well as de facto. 
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